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The Politics of Suffering examines the confluence of international aid,
humanitarian relief, and economic development within the space of the
Palestinian refugee camp. Nell Gabiam describes the interactions between
UNRWA, the United Nations agency charged with providing assistance to
Palestinians since the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, and residents of three camps in
Syria. Over time, UNRWA's management of the camps reveals a shift from an
emphasis on humanitarian aid to promotion of self-sufficiency and integration of
refugees within their host society. Gabiam’s analysis captures two forces in
tension within the camps: politics of suffering that serves to keep alive the
discourse around the Palestinian right of return; and politics of citizenship
expressed through development projects that seek to close the divide between the
camp and the city. Gabiam offers compelling insights into the plight of
Palestinians before and during the Syrian war, which has led to devastation in the
camps and massive displacement of their populations.
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The Politics of Suffering examines the confluence of international aid, humanitarian relief, and economic
development within the space of the Palestinian refugee camp. Nell Gabiam describes the interactions
between UNRWA, the United Nations agency charged with providing assistance to Palestinians since the
1948 Arab-Israeli war, and residents of three camps in Syria. Over time, UNRWA's management of the
camps reveals a shift from an emphasis on humanitarian aid to promotion of self-sufficiency and integration
of refugees within their host society. Gabiam’s analysis captures two forces in tension within the camps:
politics of suffering that serves to keep alive the discourse around the Palestinian right of return; and politics
of citizenship expressed through development projects that seek to close the divide between the camp and the
city. Gabiam offers compelling insights into the plight of Palestinians before and during the Syrian war,
which has led to devastation in the camps and massive displacement of their populations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Nell Gabiam's The Politics of Suffering is a deep anthropological engagement with the politics of
citizenship and the practices of othering as it relates to the Palestinian refugee camps in Syria. In a time of a
major refugee crisis world-wide, this book is a must read for anyone interested in understanding the shape of
the needed global humanitarian response to these increasingly normalized conditions." ?Nezar AlSayyad,
Professor of Architecture, Planning, and Urban History, University of California, Berkeley

About the Author

Nell Gabiam is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Political Science at Iowa State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Carr:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Politics of
Suffering: Syria's Palestinian Refugee Camps (Public Cultures of the Middle East and North Africa) to read.

Margaret Pinson:

The book with title The Politics of Suffering: Syria's Palestinian Refugee Camps (Public Cultures of the
Middle East and North Africa) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

George Gentry:

Precisely why? Because this The Politics of Suffering: Syria's Palestinian Refugee Camps (Public Cultures
of the Middle East and North Africa) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author



who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Virginia White:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Politics of Suffering: Syria's Palestinian Refugee Camps (Public Cultures of the Middle East and
North Africa) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this time book The Politics of Suffering: Syria's Palestinian Refugee Camps (Public
Cultures of the Middle East and North Africa). You can more attractive than now.
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