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After World War II, US soldiers stationed in the South Pacific returned home
with tales of trees loaded with exotic fruits, sleepy lagoons, white-sand beaches,
and gorgeous people wearing grass and feathers as they danced half-naked during
all-night orgies of food and music. The American imagination seized on this
exotic version of island culture, and it exerted a massive influence on Fashion,
pop music, eating and drinking, and even architecture. Everything from bars to
bowling alleys adopted elements of Polynesian design. Tikis, the carved wooden
and stone statues from across the Pacific, found their way into every hotel lounge
and suburban living room. But as the fad was reaching it's peak, the big
generation gap of the late 60s put a sudden end to Polynesian escapism as the
children of the Tiki revellers decided to seek their own Nirvana in sex, drugs, and
rock'n'roll. The 90s have seen a revitalised interest in this kitsch anomaly of post-
war America -- lounge bars and the sound of ""exotica"" are back in. This
enlightening and hilarious guide casts the reader as an ""urban archaeologist""
exploring the lost remnants of Tiki culture across the States -- discovering relics
from this forgotten civilisation in thrift stores, yard sales, and used book and
record emporia. A combination of nostalgia and fascinating pop cultural study,
this volume is a long overdue investigation into the cult of the Tiki.
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After World War II, US soldiers stationed in the South Pacific returned home with tales of trees loaded with
exotic fruits, sleepy lagoons, white-sand beaches, and gorgeous people wearing grass and feathers as they
danced half-naked during all-night orgies of food and music. The American imagination seized on this exotic
version of island culture, and it exerted a massive influence on Fashion, pop music, eating and drinking, and
even architecture. Everything from bars to bowling alleys adopted elements of Polynesian design. Tikis, the
carved wooden and stone statues from across the Pacific, found their way into every hotel lounge and
suburban living room. But as the fad was reaching it's peak, the big generation gap of the late 60s put a
sudden end to Polynesian escapism as the children of the Tiki revellers decided to seek their own Nirvana in
sex, drugs, and rock'n'roll. The 90s have seen a revitalised interest in this kitsch anomaly of post-war
America -- lounge bars and the sound of ""exotica"" are back in. This enlightening and hilarious guide casts
the reader as an ""urban archaeologist"" exploring the lost remnants of Tiki culture across the States --
discovering relics from this forgotten civilisation in thrift stores, yard sales, and used book and record
emporia. A combination of nostalgia and fascinating pop cultural study, this volume is a long overdue
investigation into the cult of the Tiki.
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Editorial Review

Review
Irreverent, fabulously fun, and packaged, as always with TASCHEN, beautifully. -- LA Weekly, 12/22/00

Sven Kirsten’s loving look at the post-war craze for all things Polynesian is filled with photos ... -- Travel
Etc. Magazine, December 2000

The amazing world of Tiki has never been more lovingly and thoroughly documented. -- Paper Magazine,
December 2000

Language Notes
Text: English, German, French (translation)
Original Language: English

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joel Jones:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their can
do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific The Book of Tiki to read.

Corey Smith:

The book untitled The Book of Tiki contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with
easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Andrea Quirk:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Book of Tiki which
is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.



Kenneth Sigler:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Book of Tiki can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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