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Togas, turbans, tailcoats, and top hats: The evolution of style from antiquity
to 1888
 
Originally published in France between 1876 and 1888, Auguste Racinet’s Le
Costume historique was the most wide-ranging and incisive study of clothing
ever attempted. Covering the world history of costume, dress, and style from
antiquity through to the end of the 19th century, the six volume work
remains completely unique in its scope and detail.

TASCHEN’s complete reprint presents Racinet’s exquisitely precise and
colored illustrations, as well as his delightful descriptions and often witty
comments. Spanning everything from ancient Etruscan attire to French women’s
couture, material is arranged according to Racinet’s orginal organization by
culture and subject. As expansive in its reach as it is passionate in its research
and attention to detail, The Complete Costume History is an invaluable
reference for students, designers, artists, illustrators, and historians; and a rich
source of inspiration for anyone with an interest in clothing and style.
 
About the Series:
Bibliotheca Universalis — Compact cultural companions celebrating the
eclectic TASCHEN universe at an unbeatable, democratic price!
Since we started our work as cultural archaeologists in 1980, the name
TASCHEN has become synonymous with accessible, open-minded
publishing. Bibliotheca Universalis brings together nearly 100 of our all-time
favorite titles in a neat new format so you can curate your own affordable library
of art, anthropology, and aphrodisia.
Bookworm’s delight — never bore, always excite!
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Editorial Review

Review
“…an accessible, elaborate visual history of all the weird, uncomfortable clothes people thought looked
good, from massive, powdered wigs to feathered war helmets. Contemporary artists, designers, illustrators,
and historians will find no shortage of inspiration in its pages.” (Hyperallergic.com)

About the Author
Françoise Tétart-Vittu studied art history at the Sorbonne and specialized in the costume history of the 18th
and 19th centuries. For many years she was head of the graphic arts department and curator at the Musée
Galliera, Musée de la Mode et du Costume de la Ville de Paris. She is author of many books on costume
history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

The book Racinet: The Costume History can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Racinet: The Costume History? A few of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Racinet: The Costume History has simple shape but
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dennis Byrd:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Racinet: The Costume History is
our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Oliver Gerling:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Racinet: The



Costume History, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Solange Smith:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Racinet: The Costume History this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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