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Our lives have gradually become dominated by markets. They are not only at the
heart of capitalistic economies all over the world, but also central in public
debates. This insightful book brings together existing knowledge on markets
from sociology, economics and anthropology, and systematically investigates the
different forms of markets we encounter daily in our social lives.

Aspers starts by defining what a market actually is, analyzing its essential
elements as well as its necessary preconditions and varied consequences. An
important theme in the book is that a whole host of markets are embedded within
one other and in social life at large, and Aspers discusses these in the context of
other forms of economic coordination, such as networks and organizations.
Combining theory with empirical examples, the book cuts to the core of
understanding how different markets function, the role they have played in
history, and how they come into being.

This accessible and theoretically rich book will be essential reading for upper-
level students seeking to make sense of markets and their complex role in social
life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Patrik Aspers’ book offers something different – a straightforward theoretical exploration of ‘markets’
within the evolving field of ‘economic sociology’, which is informed by both historical and contemporary
commentary."
Marx and Philosophy

"A thorough and theoretically rich introduction to the study of markets."
Sociology

"Recommended."
Choice

"Markets is a lively compendium of an exciting literature on the sociological approach to market
coordination. If you wish to understand the variety of markets in which we daily participate, there is no
better introduction."
David Stark, Columbia University

"This book brings to life a sociological view of markets that helps us make sense of the markets all around
us. Aspers replaces the stylized concept of the market in economic theory with a sociologically informed
understanding of real markets, illuminating the origins and forms of markets, how markets are made, and the
importance of identity and emotions. Markets is recommended reading for anyone who wants real insights
into this social institution."
Wayne Baker, Stephen M. Ross School of Business, University of Michigan

"The sociology of markets has become one of the liveliest and most influential areas of the discipline, and
there is no finer introduction to it than Aspers's crisp, well-informed book."
Donald Mackenzie, University of Edinburgh

From the Back Cover
Our lives have gradually become dominated by markets. They are not only at the heart of capitalistic
economies all over the world, but also central in public debates. This insightful book brings together existing
knowledge on markets from sociology, economics and anthropology, and systematically investigates the
different forms of markets we encounter daily in our social lives.

Aspers starts by defining what a market actually is, analyzing its essential elements as well as its necessary
preconditions and varied consequences. An important theme in the book is that a whole host of markets are
embedded within one other and in social life at large, and Aspers discusses these in the context of other
forms of economic coordination, such as networks and organizations. Combining theory with empirical
examples, the book cuts to the core of understanding how different markets function, the role they have
played in history, and how they come into being.

This accessible and theoretically rich book will be essential reading for upper-level students seeking to make
sense of markets and their complex role in social life.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ignacio Lewis:

The knowledge that you get from Markets is the more deep you excavating the information that hide within
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Markets giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
that Markets instantly.

George Medrano:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Markets
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Marketsis one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jamie Gregory:

Typically the book Markets has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this
book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Wayne Kong:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Markets or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Markets to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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