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Marcel Duchamp

Octavio Paz claims in this essential work that the two painters who had the
greatest influence on the twentieth century were Pablo Picasso and Marcel
Duchamp. If that conjunction surprises at first, Paz makes a convincing case with
his analysis and by contrasting the two artists. “I have linked their two names,”
he writes, “because it seems to me that each of them hasin his own way
succeeded in defining our age: the former by what he affirms; the latter by what
he negates, by his explorations.” Considering Duchamp’s career and writings
from his scandalous Nude Descending a Staircase in 1913 to his subsequent
investigations, from his Large Glass and kinetic art to the Readymades and
“physiques amusantes’ (“comic calculations’), Paz offers a highly personal
assessment, exploring the apparent contradictions and seeming enigmas with the
insight and lucidity that characterized all hiswriting.

When this book was first published, Publishers Weekly called it an

“extraordinary and indispensable book” and said: “Paz may have come closer to
Duchamp’ s essence as a philosopher of spiritual freedom than any critic to date.”
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Octavio Paz claimsin this essential work that the two painters who had the greatest influence on the
twentieth century were Pablo Picasso and Marcel Duchamp. If that conjunction surprises at first, Paz makes
aconvincing case with his analysis and by contrasting the two artists. “1 have linked their two names,” he
writes, “because it seemsto me that each of them hasin his own way succeeded in defining our age: the
former by what he affirms; the latter by what he negates, by his explorations.” Considering Duchamp’s
career and writings from his scandalous Nude Descending a Staircase in 1913 to his subsequent
investigations, from his Large Glass and kinetic art to the Readymades and “ physiques amusantes’ (“comic
calculations’), Paz offers a highly personal assessment, exploring the apparent contradictions and seeming
enigmas with the insight and lucidity that characterized all hiswriting.

When this book was first published, Publishers Weekly called it an “extraordinary and indispensabl e book”
and said: “Paz may have come closer to Duchamp’ s essence as a philosopher of spiritual freedom than any
critic to date.”
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Editorial Review

Review

“There are few studies so good on any artist. . . . Deft and dense with intelligence and . . . exciting to read.”
—New Republic

“Probes deeply into Duchamp’ s relation to Eastern and Western Cultures.” —New York Times Book Review

“When Paz finishes with Duchamp, one feels that every aspect of the artist’ s intention has been
sympathetically examined.” —Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Octavio Paz was born in 1914 in Mexico City. A poet, writer, thinker, and diplomat, he was the author of
many volumes of poetry aswell as literary and art criticism and works on poalitics, culture, and Mexican
history. Winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1990, he was also awarded the Jerusalem Prize, the
Cervantes Prize, the Neutstadt International Prize for Literature, and the German Peace Prize. He died in
1998.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Glass:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped Bare. Y ou can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book
Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped Bare. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Eileen Matherly:

Here thing why that Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped Bare are different and reputable to be yours.
First of al studying abook is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious
asfood or not. Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped Bare giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Marcel Duchamp:
Appearance Stripped Bare. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped Barein
e-book can be your substitute.



Omar Hinojosa:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. Itisrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a guide. The book Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped Bareit isvery good to read. Thereare a
lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

LouisHartford:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Marcel Duchamp: Appearance Stripped
Bare can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?
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