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Language, Cognition, and Human Nature collects together for the first time
much of Steven Pinker's most influential scholarly work on language and
cognition. Pinker's seminal research explores the workings of language and its
connections to cognition, perception, social relationships, child development,
human evolution, and theories of human nature.

This eclectic collection spans Pinker's thirty-year career, exploring his favorite
themes in greater depth and scientific detail. It includes thirteen of Pinker's
classic articles, ranging over topics such as language development in children,
mental imagery, the recognition of shapes, the computational architecture of the
mind, the meaning and uses of verbs, the evolution of language and cognition,
the nature-nurture debate, and the logic of innuendo and euphemism. Each
outlines a major theory or takes up an argument with another prominent scholar,
such as Stephen Jay Gould, Noam Chomsky, or Richard Dawkins. Featuring a
new introduction by Pinker that discusses his books and scholarly work, this
collection reflects essential contributions to cognitive science by one of our
leading thinkers and public intellectuals.
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Language, Cognition, and Human Nature collects together for the first time much of Steven Pinker's most
influential scholarly work on language and cognition. Pinker's seminal research explores the workings of
language and its connections to cognition, perception, social relationships, child development, human
evolution, and theories of human nature.

This eclectic collection spans Pinker's thirty-year career, exploring his favorite themes in greater depth and
scientific detail. It includes thirteen of Pinker's classic articles, ranging over topics such as language
development in children, mental imagery, the recognition of shapes, the computational architecture of the
mind, the meaning and uses of verbs, the evolution of language and cognition, the nature-nurture debate, and
the logic of innuendo and euphemism. Each outlines a major theory or takes up an argument with another
prominent scholar, such as Stephen Jay Gould, Noam Chomsky, or Richard Dawkins. Featuring a new
introduction by Pinker that discusses his books and scholarly work, this collection reflects essential
contributions to cognitive science by one of our leading thinkers and public intellectuals.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Pinker is a star, and the world of science is lucky to have him."
-- Richard Dawkins, The Times Literary Supplement, 2002

"Steven Pinker is among the best synthesizers in the cognitive sciences. He is unique in the breadth of his
interests and the depth of his knowledge. To top it off, his elegant and witty writings speak equally to
specialists and to literate individuals everywhere."
-- Howard Gardner, Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education, Harvard University

"Pinker is an intellectual giant in the field, one of the most important psychologists and thinkers in our day.
This compilation is outstanding, a fitting crown on his career so far, although I suspect he has much more to
contribute. Even though I'd read a handful of these papers before, there were some that I was unaware of that
are gems. Even those I'd read before, I re-read, and got even more on the second reading."
-- David Buss, author of Evolutionary Psychology: The New Science of the Mind

"With wit and acumen, Pinker introduces us to some of his most important scientific contributions. These
glimpses into the development of these foundational articles and of course the articles themselves will be of
great interest to academics and to his many fans beyond the walls of academia."
-- David C. Geary, author of Male, Female: The Evolution of Human Sex Difference

"Pinker is a rarity among academic psychologists not only as a stylish writer, but also as a
profound thinker with an ability to grasp the major issues of human nature and human
evolution. Language, Cognition, and Human Nature: Selected Articles is as good an
introduction as any into the range and depth of his thinking and will have general appeal
beyond an academic readership." -Michael Corballis, PsycCRITIQUES

About the Author

Steven Pinker is Johnstone Family Professor in the Department of Psychology at Harvard University. He
conducts research on language and cognition, writes for publications such as the New York Times, Time and
The New Republic, and is the author of eight books, including The Language Instinct, How the Mind Works,
Words and Rules, The Blank Slate, The Stuff of Thought, and, most recently, The Better Angels of Our
Nature: Why Violence Has Declined.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Language, Cognition, and Human Nature book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Language, Cognition, and Human Nature content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of
it. So , do you still thinking Language, Cognition, and Human Nature is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Mary McDonald:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Language, Cognition, and Human Nature
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book offers high quality.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Language, Cognition, and Human Nature was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Language, Cognition, and Human Nature
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading which.

Harold Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Language, Cognition, and Human Nature.
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