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Japan is at a crossroads. The postwar economic miracle that brought it
unprecedented development and prosperity is over. Since the publication of the
first Culture Smart! guide, it has been overtaken by China as the world’s second-
largest economy. The balance of power in Asia has shifted and new players are
entering the field. Loss of influence abroad, economic pressure at home, and the
problems posed by a rapidly aging population present a real challenge to Japan’s
orderly and harmonious way of life, and to the very sense the Japanese have of
themselves as a nation “apart.” Traditional Japanese culture—based on a
consensus-driven philosophy and underpinned by many protocols—is threatened
by job insecurity, a growing class divide, and disillusionment with political
leaders. But all is not lost. Japan is still a major economic power and cultural
trendsetter, and the Japanese have a genius for innovation. The younger
generation is open to change, women have a new confidence, and the country’s
technical and scientific research capability is as good as it gets. There is a
growing ecological awareness that may well translate into new forms of eco-
friendly industries. No one can predict how Japan will rise to the challenge, or
what effect the changes will have on how people live, think, and behave. Paul
Norbury’s revised and updated edition of Culture Smart! Japan will guide you
through a shifting cultural maze, and help you make your visit to this important,
dynamic, and creative society a rich and mutually rewarding experience.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Madden:

The book Japan - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Japan - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve Japan - Culture Smart!: The
Essential Guide to Customs & Culture. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Loren Velasco:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Japan - Culture
Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture.

Brenda Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Japan - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.



William Hayes:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Japan - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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