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In Altered Egos, Dr. Todd Feinberg presents a new theory of the self based on his
first-hand experience as both a psychiatrist and neurologist.
Feinberg introduces dozens of intriguing cases of patients whose disorders have
resulted in what he calls "altered egos": a change in the brain that transforms the
boundaries of the self. He describes patients who suffer from "alien hand
syndrome" where one hand might attack the patient's own throat, patients with
frontal lobe damage who invent fantastic stories about their lives, paralyzed
patients who reject and disown one of their limbs. He then argues that the brain
damage suffered by these people has done more than simply impair certain
functions--it has fragmented their sense of self.
From these fascinating cases, Feinberg proposes a new model of the self that
links the workings of the brain with unique and personal features of the mind,
such as meaning, purpose, and being. Drawing on his own and other evidence, he
explains how the unified self, while not located in one or another brain region,
arises out of the staggering complexity and number of the brain's component
parts.
Lucid, insightful, filled with fascinating case studies and provocative new ideas,
Altered Egos promises to change the way we think about human consciousness
and the creation and maintenance of human identity.
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In Altered Egos, Dr. Todd Feinberg presents a new theory of the self based on his first-hand experience as
both a psychiatrist and neurologist.
Feinberg introduces dozens of intriguing cases of patients whose disorders have resulted in what he calls
"altered egos": a change in the brain that transforms the boundaries of the self. He describes patients who
suffer from "alien hand syndrome" where one hand might attack the patient's own throat, patients with
frontal lobe damage who invent fantastic stories about their lives, paralyzed patients who reject and disown
one of their limbs. He then argues that the brain damage suffered by these people has done more than simply
impair certain functions--it has fragmented their sense of self.
From these fascinating cases, Feinberg proposes a new model of the self that links the workings of the brain
with unique and personal features of the mind, such as meaning, purpose, and being. Drawing on his own
and other evidence, he explains how the unified self, while not located in one or another brain region, arises
out of the staggering complexity and number of the brain's component parts.
Lucid, insightful, filled with fascinating case studies and provocative new ideas, Altered Egos promises to
change the way we think about human consciousness and the creation and maintenance of human identity.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Feinberg is a neurologist whose treatment of patients with bizarre mental illnesses has led him to ponder that
sense of mental unity we call experience. As brain research has progressed, that sense has remained
stubbornly resistant to explication; indeed, it has grown more mysterious even as the anatomy of the living
brain has become well understood. Feinberg frequently iterates this paradox before propounding his answer
to it; before then, he recounts patients who exhibited, following an injury to their brains, a drastic
degradation in self-awareness. Previously ordinary people can no longer recognize themselves in mirrors;
believe that their limbs belong to somebody else; and, if blinded, insist their vision is 20/20. To Feinberg,
these symptoms reinforce his impression of the self's malleability and initiate his argument, with references
to Descartes, about how the brain shapes the self. He offers, after refuting notions that the organ has a locus
for the self as it does for vision, a version of the self-as-emergent-phenomenon idea. Avoiding undue
technical jargon, Feinberg's presentation ably elucidates for general readers the material/ethereal nexus of
self-perception. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Altered Egos offers us a dazzling array of neurological syndromes to show how delicately constructed is our
sense of self...The shock of such tales is to see how distorted your mental realm can become without you
ever knowing the difference." --New Scientist

"Anyone perplexed by the riddle of consciousness--and who is not these days?--should read Todd Feinberg's
bold, energetic account of how a brain makes a mind."--John Horgan, author of The Undiscovered Mind

"A fascinating book. I was astonished to find out that one of my favorite film characters, Dr. Strangelove, is
actually displaying signs of 'alien hand,' a medical syndrome. There are many real-life case studies in this
book used to explain the way the human mind invents and reinvents itself. A must read!"--Gus Van Sant,
film director

"This is an ambitious work, tackling no less than the mind-body problem. Amazingly, it is successful in that
it offers a new way of thinking about problems of self, subjectivity and meaning . . . I am extremely
enthusiastic about this book."--Martha J. Farah, Professor of Psychology and Director of the Center for
Cognitive Neuroscience, University of Pennsylvania

"In the tradition of Jackson, Critchley, and Sacks, Todd Feinberg melds clinical wisdom, impressive
scholarship, and profound philosophical insight to produce a lucid and enchanting account of what
determines our daily actions and experiences. Far beyond the tired genre of "neurostories," Altered Egos
examines the souls behind the symptoms to give the reader a stunning appreciation of how all the aspects of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


our lives that we take for grantedour perceptions, memories, feelings, and beliefsare actually sculpted and
crafted from myriad experiential elements that can only be dissected and examined under the harsh lens of
injury or disease. Above all, Altered Egos shows us how intentionalitythe purposeful seeking of meaningis
what distinguishes us from both beast and computer, and this warm and thoughtful book provides a blueprint
of what it truly means to be a human being."-- Laurence Miller, Ph.D., author of Inner Natures and Freud's
Brain

About the Author

Todd E. Feinberg, M.D. is Associate Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry at The Albert Einstein College
of Medicine, and Chief of the Betty and Morton Yarmon Division of Neurobehavior and Alzheimer's
Disease at the Beth Israel Medical Center in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elvira Eberhardt:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Altered Egos: How
the Brain Creates the Self suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Selfis one of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Donald Scott:

Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the
Self nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Bernadine Parker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Altered Egos: How
the Brain Creates the Self. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.



John Martin:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the
Self to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go
through it. Beside that the guide Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self can to be your brand new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.

Download and Read Online Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates
the Self By Todd E. Feinberg #9FAXS6BQZY1



Read Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E.
Feinberg for online ebook

Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books
to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg books to read online.

Online Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg ebook PDF
download

Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg Doc

Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg Mobipocket

Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg EPub

9FAXS6BQZY1: Altered Egos: How the Brain Creates the Self By Todd E. Feinberg


