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The Outlines of Pyrrhonism by the 2nd century A.D. Greek physician Sextus
Empiricus was immensely influential in the history of Western philosophy. The
rediscovery and publication of this work in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries led directly to the skepticism of Montaigne, Gassendi, Bayle, Descartes,
Berkeley, Hume, and others, and eventually to the preoccupation of modern
philosophy with attempts to refute or otherwise combat philosophical skepticism.
In recent years, however, it has become apparent that Pyrrhonism--the form of
skepticism professed by Sextus--is in several important respects quite different
from the modern forms of skepticism to which the writings of Sextus have given
rise. Some of these differences are of particular philosophic interest because they
seem to render the ancient form immune to many of the standard responses to
skepticism that are made today.
In this book, which incorporates a new translation of the Outlines in their
entirety, Benson Mates presents Pyrrhonism not as a mere historical curiosity, as
has often been done, but as a philosophical position eminently worthy of serious
philosophical consideration here and now. His thorough introduction sets the
stage by explaining what Pyrrhonism is and what it is not, and by contrasting it in
the relevant respects with modern skepticism. He gives particular attention to
explicating a number of quasi-technical terms that occur frequently in the
Outlines and have decisive bearing on the philosophical content. By rendering
these terms more accurately and uniformly in his translation, he seeks to make
the essential feautres of Sextus's Pyrrhonism more evident to the reader.
The latter part of the book consists of a detailed Commentary, which endeavors
to discuss and explain the work, section by section, from a philosophical (as
contrasted with a philological) point of view.
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The Outlines of Pyrrhonism by the 2nd century A.D. Greek physician Sextus Empiricus was immensely
influential in the history of Western philosophy. The rediscovery and publication of this work in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries led directly to the skepticism of Montaigne, Gassendi, Bayle, Descartes,
Berkeley, Hume, and others, and eventually to the preoccupation of modern philosophy with attempts to
refute or otherwise combat philosophical skepticism. In recent years, however, it has become apparent that
Pyrrhonism--the form of skepticism professed by Sextus--is in several important respects quite different from
the modern forms of skepticism to which the writings of Sextus have given rise. Some of these differences
are of particular philosophic interest because they seem to render the ancient form immune to many of the
standard responses to skepticism that are made today.
In this book, which incorporates a new translation of the Outlines in their entirety, Benson Mates presents
Pyrrhonism not as a mere historical curiosity, as has often been done, but as a philosophical position
eminently worthy of serious philosophical consideration here and now. His thorough introduction sets the
stage by explaining what Pyrrhonism is and what it is not, and by contrasting it in the relevant respects with
modern skepticism. He gives particular attention to explicating a number of quasi-technical terms that occur
frequently in the Outlines and have decisive bearing on the philosophical content. By rendering these terms
more accurately and uniformly in his translation, he seeks to make the essential feautres of Sextus's
Pyrrhonism more evident to the reader.
The latter part of the book consists of a detailed Commentary, which endeavors to discuss and explain the
work, section by section, from a philosophical (as contrasted with a philological) point of view.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A good introduction, engaging translation and a commentary that may make it possible to assign the one
volume instead of Annas-Barnes and their translation of the "Outlines". --Owen C. Cramer, Colorado
College

"...although there exist a number of partial translations and excerpts of the Outlines of Pyrronism, Benson
Mates's translation is the first complete English version of the work since the Loeb translation by R. G. Bury,
printed in 1933....The Outlines is a work of philosophy, and Mates brings
to his work a philosopher's mind. It is undoubtedly an improvement over its predecessor, especially in the
rendering of technical terms and in the clarification through translation of some obscure argumentative
structures."--Lloyd P. Gerson, International Philosophical Quarterly

Philosophical Quarterly

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek

About the Author
USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

The book The Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism being your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a reserve The Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Ella Jacobs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's
Outlines of Pyrrhonism reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question The Skeptic Way:
Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism as good book but not only by the cover but also through the



content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Benjamin White:

This The Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Eric Baur:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Skeptic Way: Sextus
Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Skeptic Way: Sextus Empiricus's Outlines of Pyrrhonism to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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