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In this book, the prominent theorist Partha Chatterjee looks at the creative and
powerful results of the nationalist imagination in Asiaand Africathat are posited
not on identity but on difference with the nationalism propagated by the West.
Arguing that scholars have been mistaken in equating political nationalism with
nationalism as such, he shows how anticolonialist nationalists produced their
own domain of sovereignty within colonial society well before beginning their
political battle with the imperial power. These nationalists divided their culture
into material and spiritual domains, and staked an early claim to the spiritual
sphere, represented by religion, caste, women and the family, and peasants.
Chatterjee shows how middle-class elites first imagined the nation into being in
this spiritual dimension and then readied it for political contest, all the while
"normalizing" the aspirations of the various marginal groups that typify the
spiritual sphere.

While Chatterjee's specific examples are drawn from Indian sources, with a
copious use of Bengali language materials, the book is a contribution to the
general theoretical discussion on nationalism and the modern state. Examining
the paradoxes involved with creating first a uniquely non-Western nation in the
spiritual sphere and then a universalist nation-state in the material sphere, the
author finds that the search for a postcolonial modernity is hecessarily linked
with past struggles against modernity.
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In this book, the prominent theorist Partha Chatterjee looks at the creative and powerful results of the
nationalist imagination in Asia and Africathat are posited not on identity but on difference with the
nationalism propagated by the West. Arguing that scholars have been mistaken in equating political
nationalism with nationalism as such, he shows how anticolonialist nationalists produced their own domain
of sovereignty within colonial society well before beginning their political battle with the imperial power.
These nationalists divided their culture into material and spiritual domains, and staked an early claim to the
spiritual sphere, represented by religion, caste, women and the family, and peasants. Chatterjee shows how
middle-class dlites first imagined the nation into being in this spiritual dimension and then readied it for
political contest, all the while "normalizing" the aspirations of the various marginal groups that typify the
spiritual sphere.

While Chatterjee's specific examples are drawn from Indian sources, with a copious use of Bengali language
materials, the book is a contribution to the general theoretical discussion on nationalism and the modern
state. Examining the paradoxes involved with creating first a uniquely non-Western nation in the spiritual
sphere and then a universalist nation-state in the material sphere, the author finds that the search for a
postcolonial modernity is necessarily linked with past struggles against modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titlesfor 1994

"[This] isawork of magisterial erudition, the product of a mind working at the fullest command of its critical
and creative powers. . . destined to become alandmark, not just in its field but in that most important of
histories which is the evolving narrative of our self-awareness."--The Calcutta Telegraph

From the Back Cover

"An original and powerful analysis of the emergence of anticolonial nationalism and the postcolonial state. . .
. Thisis not merely abook on nationalism in Indiawith some 'comparative’ implications. Instead, it presents
the historical case of colonial nationalism to challenge the Eurocentricity of certain basic categories--the
nations-state, modernity, and indeed history itself."--Gyan Prakash, Princeton University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Cornwell:

The book The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonia Histories (Princeton Studiesin
Culture/Power/History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like abook The Nation and Its Fragments:
Colonia and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studiesin Culture/Power/History)? A few of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are ableto give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonia and
Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Shane McKed:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Nation and Its Fragments. Colonial and
Postcolonia Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) had been making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication
The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonia and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studiesin
Culture/Power/History) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together
with the book The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studiesin
Culture/Power/History). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.



Joshua Castillo:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial
Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Nation and Its
Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonia Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different by means of it. So, do you continue to thinking The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial
and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

John Rivera;

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Nation and Its Fragments. Colonia and
Postcolonia Histories (Princeton Studies in Culture/Power/History) can give you alot of buddies because by
you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. Thiskind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories (Princeton
Studiesin Culture/Power/History).
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