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On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W. Bush addressed the nation to
declare an American victory in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail Gorbachev
had resigned as the first and last Soviet president. The enshrining of that
narrative, one in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the disintegration
of the Soviet Union and the triumph of democratic values over communism, took
center stage in American public discourse immediately after Bush's speech and
has persisted for decades—with disastrous consequences for American standing
in the world.

As prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy reveals in The Last Empire, the collapse
of the Soviet Union was anything but the handiwork of the United States. On the
contrary, American leaders dreaded the possibility that the Soviet
Union—weakened by infighting and economic turmoil—might suddenly
crumble, throwing all of Eurasia into chaos. Bush was firmly committed to
supporting his ally and personal friend Gorbachev, and remained wary of
nationalist or radical leaders such as recently elected Russian President Boris
Yeltsin. Fearing what might happen to the large Soviet nuclear arsenal in the
event of the union's collapse, Bush stood by Gorbachev as he resisted the
growing independence movements in Ukraine, Moldova, and the Caucasus.
Plokhy's detailed, authoritative account shows that it was only after the
movement for independence of the republics had gained undeniable momentum
on the eve of the Ukrainian vote for independence that fall that Bush finally
abandoned Gorbachev to his fate.

Drawing on recently declassified documents and original interviews with key
participants, Plokhy presents a bold new interpretation of the Soviet Union's final
months and argues that the key to the Soviet collapse was the inability of the two
largest Soviet republics, Russia and Ukraine, to agree on the continuing existence
of a unified state. By attributing the Soviet collapse to the impact of American
actions, US policy makers overrated their own capacities in toppling and
rebuilding foreign regimes. Not only was the key American role in the demise of
the Soviet Union a myth, but this misplaced belief has guided—and
haunted—American foreign policy ever since.
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On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W. Bush addressed the nation to declare an American victory
in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail Gorbachev had resigned as the first and last Soviet president. The
enshrining of that narrative, one in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the disintegration of the
Soviet Union and the triumph of democratic values over communism, took center stage in American public
discourse immediately after Bush's speech and has persisted for decades—with disastrous consequences for
American standing in the world.

As prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy reveals in The Last Empire, the collapse of the Soviet Union was
anything but the handiwork of the United States. On the contrary, American leaders dreaded the possibility
that the Soviet Union—weakened by infighting and economic turmoil—might suddenly crumble, throwing
all of Eurasia into chaos. Bush was firmly committed to supporting his ally and personal friend Gorbachev,
and remained wary of nationalist or radical leaders such as recently elected Russian President Boris Yeltsin.
Fearing what might happen to the large Soviet nuclear arsenal in the event of the union's collapse, Bush
stood by Gorbachev as he resisted the growing independence movements in Ukraine, Moldova, and the
Caucasus. Plokhy's detailed, authoritative account shows that it was only after the movement for
independence of the republics had gained undeniable momentum on the eve of the Ukrainian vote for
independence that fall that Bush finally abandoned Gorbachev to his fate.

Drawing on recently declassified documents and original interviews with key participants, Plokhy presents a
bold new interpretation of the Soviet Union's final months and argues that the key to the Soviet collapse was
the inability of the two largest Soviet republics, Russia and Ukraine, to agree on the continuing existence of a
unified state. By attributing the Soviet collapse to the impact of American actions, US policy makers
overrated their own capacities in toppling and rebuilding foreign regimes. Not only was the key American
role in the demise of the Soviet Union a myth, but this misplaced belief has guided—and
haunted—American foreign policy ever since.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union as the daily resource
information.

Bonnie Skelton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Last Empire:
The Final Days of the Soviet Union suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The book untitled The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Unionis the main of several
books that everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Wilma Bates:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Last Empire: The Final Days of the
Soviet Union guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Last Empire: The
Final Days of the Soviet Union as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve
that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Joseph Langley:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also



native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union we can take more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Last Empire: The Final
Days of the Soviet Union. You can more desirable than now.
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