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When Beating the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American
Males appeared in 1998, it was hailed as "a crucial book" (Baltimore Sun) and
"undoubtedly one of the most important tools the African American parent can
possess" (Kweisi Mfume, President NAACP).
Now, in response to enormous demand, the authors turn their attention to African
American young women. Statistics indicate that African American females, as a
group, fare poorly in the United States. Many live in single-parent households-
either as the single-parent mother or as the daughter. Many face severe economic
hurdles. Yet despite these obstacles, some are performing at exceptional levels
academically. Based on interviews with many of these successful young women
and their families, Overcoming the Odds provides a wealth of information about
how and why they have succeeded--what motivates them, how their backgrounds
and family relationships have shaped them, even how it feels to be a high
academic achiever. They also discuss the challenges of moving into African
American womanhood, from maintaining self-esteem to making the right choices
about their professional and personal lives. Most important, the book offers
specific and inspiring examples of the practices, attitudes, and parenting
strategies that have enabled these women to persevere and triumph.
For parents, educators, policy makers, and indeed all those concerned about the
education of young African American women, Overcoming the Odds is an
invaluable guidebook on creating the conditions that lead to academic-and
lifelong-success.
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When Beating the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Males appeared in 1998, it was
hailed as "a crucial book" (Baltimore Sun) and "undoubtedly one of the most important tools the African
American parent can possess" (Kweisi Mfume, President NAACP).
Now, in response to enormous demand, the authors turn their attention to African American young women.
Statistics indicate that African American females, as a group, fare poorly in the United States. Many live in
single-parent households-either as the single-parent mother or as the daughter. Many face severe economic
hurdles. Yet despite these obstacles, some are performing at exceptional levels academically. Based on
interviews with many of these successful young women and their families, Overcoming the Odds provides a
wealth of information about how and why they have succeeded--what motivates them, how their
backgrounds and family relationships have shaped them, even how it feels to be a high academic achiever.
They also discuss the challenges of moving into African American womanhood, from maintaining self-
esteem to making the right choices about their professional and personal lives. Most important, the book
offers specific and inspiring examples of the practices, attitudes, and parenting strategies that have enabled
these women to persevere and triumph.
For parents, educators, policy makers, and indeed all those concerned about the education of young African
American women, Overcoming the Odds is an invaluable guidebook on creating the conditions that lead to
academic-and lifelong-success.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This volume studies female participants in the Meyerhoff Scholarship program at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, for insights into the success of this select group of young black women. The
Meyerhoff program targets minority students who major in math and science and provides extensive support
through tutors, mentors, peers, and summer programs as well as a complete financial package. The four
authors, from different departments at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County (Hrabowski is
president) have compiled their data through questionnaires and interviews with students, parents, and others
who have played key roles. The results identify common factors in these women's success. The study serves
as a valuable tool for African American parents who want to help their children achieve their highest
potential, as well as for counselors, teachers, and educators at all academic levels. This book is a sequel to
Beating the Odds (Oxford Univ., 1998), which studied the male participants in this same program. Highly
recommended. Kay Brodie, Chesapeake Coll., Wye Mills, MD
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
This book follows up on Beating the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Males
(1998), this time focusing on young black women who have successfully completed a special course of
science and technology at the University of Maryland. While noting the similar problems faced by both black
male and female adolescents--racism, lower incomes, fewer educational opportunities--the authors focus on
the particular challenges facing young black women as they struggle to overcome the stereotypical image:
high-school drop-out, unwed mother, welfare recipient. Drawing on interviews with students and parents, the
authors answer the question, What does it take to succeed academically? Separate chapters allow mothers
and fathers to voice their particular concerns about and approaches to raising black women, including how to
exercise discipline, provide support, and keep students motivated. And the young women themselves speak
about the challenges they face and how they keep themselves focused. Most of the literature on young black
women focuses on problems; in welcome contrast, this book is an inspiration and a valuable resource for
parents and students. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"A valuable tool for African American parents who want to help their children achieve their highest
potential, as well as for counselors, teachers, and educators at all academic levels.... Highly
recommended."--Library Journal (starred review)

"Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Young Women is an important
companion to Beating the Odds. It shares useful strategies Black parents have used to pass on a legacy of
excellence to their daughters that can be an example for all parents."--Marian Wright Edelman, President,
Children's Defense Fund

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Overcoming the Odds presents workable strategies for enabling young women to realize their full potential.
It bears testament to the wisdom of the Meyerhoff Program in creating an environment of technical and
social support in its model approach to engendering success."--Kweisi Mfume, President and CEO, National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American
Young Women book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African
American Young Women content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Young Women is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Curtis Wilson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Young Women which is getting
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Clyde Miller:

This Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Young Women is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African
American Young Women can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along
with knowledge.



Hubert Macarthur:

You can find this Overcoming the Odds: Raising Academically Successful African American Young Women
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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