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Nigeria’s Nollywood has rapidly grown into one of the world’s largest film
industries, radically altering media environments across Africa and in the
diaspora; it has also become one of African culture’s most powerful and
consequential expressions, powerfully shaping how Africans see themselves and
are seen by others. With this book, Jonathan Haynes provides an accessible and
authoritative introduction to this vast industry and its film culture.

Haynes describes the major Nigerian film genres and how they relate to Nigerian
society—its values, desires, anxieties, and social tensions—as the country and its
movies have developed together over the turbulent past two decades. As he
shows, Nollywood is a form of popular culture; it produces a flood of stories,
repeating the ones that mean the most to its broad audience. He interprets these
generic stories and the cast of mythic figures within them: the long-suffering
wives, the business tricksters, the Bible-wielding pastors, the kings in their
traditional regalia, the glamorous young professionals, the emigrants stranded in
New York or London, and all the rest. Based on more than twenty years of
research, Haynes’s survey of Nollywood’s history and genres is unprecedented in
scope, while his book also vividly describes landmark films, leading directors,
and the complex character of this major branch of world cinema.
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Nigeria’s Nollywood has rapidly grown into one of the world’s largest film industries, radically altering
media environments across Africa and in the diaspora; it has also become one of African culture’s most
powerful and consequential expressions, powerfully shaping how Africans see themselves and are seen by
others. With this book, Jonathan Haynes provides an accessible and authoritative introduction to this vast
industry and its film culture.

Haynes describes the major Nigerian film genres and how they relate to Nigerian society—its values, desires,
anxieties, and social tensions—as the country and its movies have developed together over the turbulent past
two decades. As he shows, Nollywood is a form of popular culture; it produces a flood of stories, repeating
the ones that mean the most to its broad audience. He interprets these generic stories and the cast of mythic
figures within them: the long-suffering wives, the business tricksters, the Bible-wielding pastors, the kings in
their traditional regalia, the glamorous young professionals, the emigrants stranded in New York or London,
and all the rest. Based on more than twenty years of research, Haynes’s survey of Nollywood’s history and
genres is unprecedented in scope, while his book also vividly describes landmark films, leading directors,
and the complex character of this major branch of world cinema.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A superb work of scholarship—and of love. This is the very first book on Nollywood to give the needed
detailed account of the genres unique to it. Haynes gives those genres a careful and convincing assessment,
linking them to their sociocultural and political contexts in Nigeria’s turbulent, chaotic, but ultimately
buoyant and optimistic encounter with modernity.”
(Biodun Jeyifo, Harvard University)

“Nollywood has rightly been recognized as one of the most dynamic forms of cultural production in Africa,
one that opens up larger questions about the emergence of new film platforms that are of interest far beyond
Africa. But until now no book has described in cohesive form the basic genres, major directors, and
structural conditions of this film industry. In Nollywood, Jonathan Haynes does exactly this in a definitive
text that will establish the scholarly study of Nigerian film for a generation. Written in a clear, engaging
style, this is a book that can be read by newcomers and specialists alike. Nollywood represents the distillation
of twenty years of research that reflects Haynes’ deep connections to Nigeria and Nigerian film. Its profusion
of insights and comprehensive coverage promises that Nollywood will be the entry point for anyone
interested in this innovative and vibrant film industry.”
(Brian Larkin, Columbia University)

About the Author

Jonathan Haynes is professor of English at Long Island University in Brooklyn. The recipient of a
Guggenheim Fellowship, he is coauthor of Cinema and Social Change in West Africa and the editor of
Nigerian Video Films.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Carley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will require this Nollywood: The Creation of Nigerian Film Genres.

Donald Worsley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place



and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Nollywood: The Creation
of Nigerian Film Genres book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Winford Patterson:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Nollywood: The Creation of
Nigerian Film Genres is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Kimberley Bailey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Nollywood: The Creation of Nigerian Film Genres when you essential it?
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