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Media Studies 2.0 offers an exploration of the digital revolution and its
consequences for media and communication studies, arguing that the new era
requires an upgraded discipline: a media studies 2.0.

The book traces the history of mass-media and computing, exploring their merger
at the end of the twenty-century and the material, ecological, cultural and
personal elements of this digital transformation. It considers the history of media
and communication studies, arguing that the academic discipline was a product
of the analogue, broadcast-era, emerging in the early twentieth century as a
response to the success of newspapers, radio and cinema and reflecting that era
back in its organisation, themes and concepts.

Digitalisation, however, takes us beyond this analogue era (media studies 1.0)
into a new, post-broadcast era. Merrin argues that the digital-era demands an
upgraded academic discipline: one reflecting the real media life of its students
and teaching the key skills needed by the twenty-first century user. Media 2.0
demand a media studies 2.0

This original and critical overview of contemporary developments within media
studies is ideal for general students of media and communication, as well as those
specifically studying new and digital media.
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Media Studies 2.0 offers an exploration of the digital revolution and its consequences for media and
communication studies, arguing that the new era requires an upgraded discipline: a media studies 2.0.

The book traces the history of mass-media and computing, exploring their merger at the end of the twenty-
century and the material, ecological, cultural and personal elements of this digital transformation. It
considers the history of media and communication studies, arguing that the academic discipline was a
product of the analogue, broadcast-era, emerging in the early twentieth century as a response to the success
of newspapers, radio and cinema and reflecting that era back in its organisation, themes and concepts.

Digitalisation, however, takes us beyond this analogue era (media studies 1.0) into a new, post-broadcast era.
Merrin argues that the digital-era demands an upgraded academic discipline: one reflecting the real media
life of its students and teaching the key skills needed by the twenty-first century user. Media 2.0 demand a
media studies 2.0

This original and critical overview of contemporary developments within media studies is ideal for general
students of media and communication, as well as those specifically studying new and digital media.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Media Studies 2.0 well repays a close reading and should be on the reading list of everyone teaching media.
Merrin writes well and makes his points both seriously and entertaingly, a commendable combination."

Paul A. Soukup, S.J., Santa Clara University, Communication Research Trends

"For thoughtful, clearly articulated reasons, and with a deep understanding of the history of media theories
and practices, William Merrin makes a powerful argument that ‘media studies’ is in need of dramatic
disruption. Media Studies 2.0 offers students and their tutors a fruitful vision of how to engage with today’s
complex digital media systems."

David Gauntlett, Professor of Media and Communications, University of Westminster

"Merrin's Media Studies 2.0 brings media to life and is the provocation that will force a real rethink in the
field by students and scholars alike, and rightly so."

Andrew Hoskins, Interdisciplinary Research Professor, University of Glasgow

"William Merrin’s Media Studies 2.0 provides a rethinking of the discipline of media studies by arguing that
the digital transformation of older media forms and emergence of new media requires developing innovative
forms of media studies that engage contemporary changes in media, social practices, and the shift to a
digitized culture. Clear, provocative, and engaging, Merrin provides many keen insights into the new media
matrix and makes clear the need to reconstruct media studies to respond our ever-evolving proliferation of
new media and communications practices."

Douglas Kellner, George F. Kneller Philosophy of Education Chair, University of California, Los Angeles

"Merrin’s Media Studies 2.0 works hard to offer a new account of the history (and prehistory) of media
studies and it raises some interesting historical, theoretical and technological issues along the way. It is a
controversial book, but one which should prove to be a valuable read for undergraduate students.

Ben Taylor, Principal Lecturer in Media & Cultural Studies, Nottingham Trent University



About the Author

William Merrin is an Associate Professor in Media Studies at Swansea University, with research interests in
media theory, digital media and culture and media history. He is the author of Baudrillard and the Media
(2005) and co-editor of Jean Baudrillard: Fatal Theories (Routledge, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Bourg:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Media Studies 2.0 is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rene Pina:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Media Studies 2.0, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

John Dame:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Media Studies 2.0 is simple to develop you can
read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sarah Lopez:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Media Studies 2.0 can make you sense more interested to read.
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