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Natasha Friend is a Judy Blume for today -- clearly evident in this remarkable
new novel about a girl whose father is an acoholic and how she and her family
learn to deal with his condition.

It's hard to be a 13-year-old girl. But it's even harder when your father's a drunk.
It adds an extralayer to everything -- your family's reactions to things, the people
you're willing to bring home, the way you see yourself and the world. For
Samantha, it's something that's been going on for so long that she's almost used
toit. Only, you never get used to it. Especially when it starts to get worse...
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Natasha Friend is a Judy Blume for today -- clearly evident in this remarkable new novel about a girl whose
father is an alcoholic and how she and her family learn to deal with his condition.

It's hard to be a 13-year-old girl. But it's even harder when your father's adrunk. It adds an extralayer to
everything -- your family's reactions to things, the people you're willing to bring home, the way you see
yourself and the world. For Samantha, it's something that's been going on for so long that she's almost used
toit. Only, you never get used to it. Especially when it startsto get worse...
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 7 Up-To the outside world, 13-year-old Samantha's family seems perfectly happy. However, they are
struggling to keep her architect father's alcoholism a secret, and the balancing act of enabling his addiction
and protecting their image is becoming more and more difficult. Sam longs to be able to share her burden
with afriend and reaches out by leaving an anonymous autobiographical letter in alibrary book. Her anger
and frustration are pal pable as she struggles with her love for her dad despite the fact that his promisesto
clean up never materialize. When Sam is chastised by her mother and grandmother for not believing in his
ability to change, readers will sympathize with the injustice of her difficult situation. Y et, the author avoids a
maudlin tone by infusing the plot with details of typical teen life, such as Sam's crush on an older boy and
embarrassment at her devel oping body. Witty dialogue and smooth writing move the novel along at a clipped
pace, and tension is successfully built and maintained as the teen's father's illness takes a dangerous turn, her
budding relationship comesto a head, and her anonymous library pen pal is revealed. Despite the minor
appearance of a stereotypical librarian, thisis a perceptive novel featuring alikable protagonist to whom
readers will easily relate. Asin Perfect (Milkweed, 2004), Friend adroitly portrays a weighty topic with
touches of humor and grace.—Rebecca M. Jones, Fort Myers-Lee County Library, FL

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Thirteen-year-old Samantha's father is an alcoholic. When he is sober, heisagreat guy, but when heis
drunk, heis scary and abusive. With her mother in denial and afour-year-old brother to protect, Sam writes a
note asking for advice and leavesit in the library, hoping an older girl she admires will write back to her. So
begins a correspondence in which Sam opens up about her father's alcoholism aswell as her crush on an
older boy. In return, the letter writer, who goes only by initials, reveals some hard truths. As shedid in
Perfect (2005), Friend adeptly takes a teen problem and turns it into a believable, sensitive, character-driven
story, with realistic dialogue. The cautiously optimistic ending works because Friend has convinced readers
that Sam can handle whatever happens. Friend, who clearly understands and empathizes with young teens, is
awriter to watch. Debbie Carton

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Kirkus

After years of pretending she hasa“normal” family, aworried teen finally confronts her father's
alcoholism. Thirteen-year-old Samantha knows her father has a drinking problem, but her parents

seem oblivious. Sam's father makes empty promises to stop drinking while her mother immerses

herself in yoga classes, defending her husband as a*“good man.” Although Sam carefully camouflages the
situation by inviting friends over only when her father's away, his binges are getting worse and she's afraid
he will lose control. Desperate to confide in someone other than her friends, Sam leaves notes in the library
asking for advice from an older girl she doesn't really know. When her drunken father injures her little
brother and the family's future is jeopardized, Sam must deal with anger and uncertainty as she makes some
surprising discoveries about her family, her friends and herself. Sam comes across as a savvy aswell as
naive teen who tells her own story with humor, honesty and hope. Realistic family drama. (Fiction. 12-15)

SLJ
To the outside world, 13-year-old Samantha's family seems perfectly happy. However, they are struggling to
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keep her architect father's al coholism a secret, and the balancing act of enabling his addiction and protecting
their image is becoming more and more difficult. Sam longs to be able to share her burden with a friend and
reaches out by leaving an anonymous autobiographical letter in alibrary book. Her anger and frustration are
palpable as she struggles with her love for her dad despite the fact that his promisesto clean up never
materialize. When Sam is chastised by her mother and grandmother for not believing in his ability to change,
readers will sympathize with the injustice of her difficult situation. Y et, the author avoids a maudlin tone by
infusing the plot with details of typical teen life, such as Sam's crush on an older boy and embarrassment at
her developing body. Witty dialogue and smooth writing move the novel along at a clipped pace, and tension
is successfully built and maintained as the teen's father's illness takes a dangerous turn, her budding
relationship comesto a head, and her anonymous library pen pal is revealed. Despite the minor appearance
of astereotypical librarian, thisis a perceptive novel featuring alikable protagonist to whom readers will
easily relate. Asin Perfect (Milkweed, 2004), Friend adroitly portrays aweighty topic with touches of humor
and grace.—Rebecca M. Jones, Fort Myers-Lee County Library, FL

Baooklist

Thirteen-year-old Samantha's father is an alcoholic—when he's sober, he's a great guy, but when he's drunk,
he's scary and abusive. With her mother in denial and a4-year-old brother to protect, Sam writes a note
asking for advice and leavesit in the library, hoping an older girl she admires will write back to her. So
begins a correspondence in which Sam opens up about her father's alcoholism, as well as her crush on an
older boy. In turn, the letter writer, who goes only by initials, reveals some hard truths. As she did sowell in
Perfect (2005), Friend takes ateen problem and turns it into a believable, sensitive, character-driven story,
with redlistic dialogue. The cautiously optimistic ending works, because Friend has convinced readers that
Sam can handle whatever happens. Friend, who clearly understands and empathizes with young teens, isa
writer to watch. —-Debbie Carton

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Florence Whitney:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Lush? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Gregory Rivera:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Lush reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still question Lush as good book not simply by the cover but a so through the content. This
isone reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.



Michael Anderson:

Reading a book for being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Lush will give you new experience in reading a book.

John Keaney:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Lush was bright colored and of course has
pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Lush has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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