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Hannah Arendt’s most important contribution to political thought may be her
well-known and often-cited notion of the "right to have rights." In this incisive
and wide-ranging book, Peg Birmingham explores the theoretical and social
foundations of Arendt’s philosophy on human rights. Devoting special
consideration to questions and issues surrounding Arendt’s ideas of common
humanity, human responsibility, and natality, Birmingham formulates a more
complex view of how these basic concepts support Arendt’s theory of human
rights. Birmingham considers Arendt’s key philosophical works along with her
literary writings, especially those on Walter Benjamin and Franz Kafka, to reveal
the extent of Arendt’s commitment to humanity even as violence, horror, and
pessimism overtook Europe during World War II and its aftermath. This current
and lively book makes a significant contribution to philosophy, political science,
and European intellectual history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A new reading of Hannah Arendt’s philosophy of human rights Hannah Arendt and Human Rights is to
demonstrate how closely Arendt's account of the human condition... can figure into demonstrating that the
discourse on human rights is not wholly negative, not wholly an empirical upshot of the disasters of the
twentieth century. The idea of human rights we now possess articlates what, plausibly, might be thought to
be involved in recognizing all others as members of the human community, thereby underwriting the
political structures necessary to hold the fragile framework of the conditions of humanity in place.
Birmingham can thus be thought to have demonstrated, at the very least, that pursuing the goal of realizing
human rights is one direct way of pursuing an Arendtian politics." ?J.M. Bernstein, New School for Social
Research, Research in Phenomenology, 38 2008

"The achievement of Birmingham’s book is that it situates Arendt’s much cited discussion of the right to
have rights within the broader context of her later work. She persuasively shows that the political
predicament of stateless people exemplified the problematic of modern politics with which she was
implicitly preoccupied in her later work on freedom and praxis..." ?ANDREW SCHAAP, University of
Exeter, UK, Social & Legal Studies, Vol. 18.2 2009

Peg Birmingham explores the theoretical and social foundations of
Arendt’s philosophy on human rights. Devoting special consideration to
questions and issues surrounding Arendt’s ideas of common humanity,
human responsibility, and natality, Birmingham explains how these basic
concepts support Arendt’s theory of human rights.Joseph Haberer, Book Review Editor, SHOFAR, Spring
2008, Volume 26, No 3

From the Publisher
A new reading of Hannah Arendt's philosophy of human rights.

About the Author

Peg Birmingham is Professor of Philosophy at DePaul University. She is co-editor of Dissensus Communis:
Between Ethics and Politics and co-translator of Dominique Janicaud’s Powers of the Rational (IUP, 1994).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Heather Snyder:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Hannah Arendt and Human Rights: The
Predicament of Common Responsibility (Studies in Continental Thought), you are able to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Joseph Singleton:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Hannah Arendt and Human Rights: The Predicament of Common
Responsibility (Studies in Continental Thought) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Emma O\'Neill:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Hannah Arendt and Human Rights: The
Predicament of Common Responsibility (Studies in Continental Thought) was bright colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Hannah Arendt and Human Rights: The Predicament of Common
Responsibility (Studies in Continental Thought) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Adam Cuyler:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Hannah Arendt and Human Rights: The
Predicament of Common Responsibility (Studies in Continental Thought) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the guide
Hannah Arendt and Human Rights: The Predicament of Common Responsibility (Studies in Continental
Thought) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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