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These thirteen essays explore a crucial historical question that has been
notoriously hard to pin down: To what extent, and by what means, does a
society's technology determine its political, social, economic, and cultural
forms?Karl Marx launched the modern debate on determinism with his
provocative remark that "the hand-mill gives you society with the feudal lord; the
steam-mill, society with the industrial capitalist," and a classic article by Robert
Heilbroner (reprinted here) renewed the debate within the context of the history
of technology. This book clarifies the debate and carries it forward.Marx's
position has become embedded in our culture, in the form of constant reminders
as to how our fast-changing technologies will alter our lives. Yet historians who
have looked closely at where technologies really come from generally support
the proposition that technologies are not autonomous but are social products,
susceptible to democratic controls. The issue is crucial for democratic theory.
These essays tackle it head-on, offering a deep look at all the shadings of
determinism and assessing determinist models in a wide variety of historical
contexts.Contributors : Bruce Bimber. Richard W. Bulliet. Robert L. Heilbroner.
Thomas P. Hughes. Leo Marx. Thomas J. Misa. Peter C. Perdue. Philip Scranton.
Merritt Roe Smith. Michael L. Smith. John M. Staudenmaier. Rosalind Williams.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Merritt Roe Smith is Cutten Professor of the History of Technology at MIT and the author or editor of six
books, most recently Inventing America: A History of the United States.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jill Vaughn:

The actual book Does Technology Drive History?: The Dilemma of Technological Determinism will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Does Technology Drive History?: The
Dilemma of Technological Determinism is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

James Barclay:

The e-book with title Does Technology Drive History?: The Dilemma of Technological Determinism has a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Jesus Gates:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Does Technology Drive History?: The Dilemma of Technological Determinism.

Lewis Shafer:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Does Technology Drive History?: The
Dilemma of Technological Determinism is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy



often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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