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Editorial Review

Review
"Here is sound philosophical support for cooperation between the government and faith-based groups." --
Jim Towey- Former Legal Counsel to Mother Teresa

"Maritain inspires the average democratic citizen to carry faith into the public square" -- Gerard V. Bradley,
U. of Notre Dame Law School

From the Inside Flap
Some Americans claim we should exclude Christian values from the public square. On the contrary, argues
philosopher Jacques Maritain, good Christians make good citizens.

They live by gospel values: honesty, integrity, and compassion. They obey the law. They resist the
selfishness that unbelief and materialism breed. And they subordinate their own interests to the common
good.

No wonder, says Maritain, that American democracy which arose from a Christian people has served so well
and lasted so long.

Here Maritain shows that in a society unleavened by religious ideals, an enduring democracy can never take
root. And once a religious people abandons its faith, even the greatest democracy must wither and die.
Untethered from transcendent values, democracy becomes little more than a struggle to be won by the most
powerful and the ruthless.

The hour is late. Too long have we stood by while politicians promise never to let their religious beliefs
influence their political judgments. Too long has a false understanding of democracy cowed us into laying
aside our Christian values when we vote.

As Maritain demonstrates in these lucid pages, Christians are vital to democracy. Good Christians make
good citizens, and good citizens make strong democracies. If America and her ideals are to endure, says
Maritain, Christians and their values must not be excluded from public discourse, but eagerly welcomed into
it.

About the Author
Jacques Maritain (1882-1973) taught philosophy in Europe and America, served as French ambassador to the
Vatican, and wrote numerous books on the dignity of the person and on the relation of Christianity and
democracy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and



notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this Christianity, Democracy, and the
American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Sandra Williams:

This Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader tend to be reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Christianity, Democracy, and the
American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Christianity, Democracy, and the American
Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Richelle Johnson:

This book untitled Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your
list.

Tania Arney:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Christianity, Democracy, and the American Ideal: A Jacques Maritain Reader. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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