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Architectural Composition is both a theoretical and visual analysis which clearly
illustrates the creative process which informs Krier's vision and praxis. The
culmination of a lifetime's thought and experience by one of Europe's most
important architectural theorists, it is without doubt a major achievement and is a
standard work of reference for both students and practising architects. The book,
published for the first time in 1988 by Academy Editions in London, has been
supported by funds from the Fond zur Forderung der wissenschaftlichen
Forschung der Republik Osterreich, and it was carried out at Krier's former
Institut fur Gestaltungslehre at the Technische Universitat in Vienna.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Something of a maverick in architectural circles, Vienna-based architect Krier ( Urban Space ) finds most
modern buildings ugly and banal, yet he looks to Le Corbusier for guiding principles on linking form to
function. Rejecting "organic" architecture inspired by Antonio Gaudi, Krier upholds principles of symmetry
and geometry; eclectically, he seeks out examples of good design as he moves from a Yugoslavian
fishmarket to an ancient Hindu temple. This chunky primer attempts to formulate a set of ground rules for
architects and builders, yet when Krier gets to a discussion of proportions, he throws up his hands,
exclaiming, "There are no rules . . . only experience can help us"; he then follows up with minutely detailed
analyses of proportions in the human face, seashells, Gothic cathedrals and da Vinci's sketches of horses.
Lively, very readable, combative, this delightful tome is generously illustrated with hundreds of photographs,
sketches and lovingly shaded color drawings that illuminate key points.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
We have come full circle. Seventy-five years ago, at the height of the academic, or Beaux Arts, period in
Western architecture, books on architectural composition abounded, spreading the gospel of academic design
from Paris to the hinterlands. This book, by an internationally known architect and professor at the Technical
University of Vienna, harkens back to this period, parsing its approach into discrete operations and elements
based on precedent. The approach is typological rather than holistic or technological, thereby throwing off
the yoke of design as a species of problem solving that characterized so much colorless architecture in the
mid-20th century. For architectural pedagogy as a primer on design. Peter Kaufman, Sch. of Architecture,
Florida A & M Univ., Tallahassee
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Architectural Composition. You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Architectural
Composition. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Peggy Young:

The event that you get from Architectural Composition will be the more deep you looking the information



that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but Architectural Composition giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Architectural Composition instantly.

Terry Brown:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Architectural Composition was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Felix Smith:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Architectural Composition we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life with this book Architectural Composition. You can more desirable than now.
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