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Focusing primarily on the work of Samuel Beckett, Toni Morrison, Wole
Soyinka, and J. M. Coetzee, Ato Quayson launches a thoroughly cross-cultural,
interdisciplinary study of the representation of physical disability. Quayson
suggests that the subliminal unease and moral panic invoked by the disabled is
refracted within the structures of literature and literary discourse itself, a crisis he
terms "aesthetic nervousness." The disabled reminds the able-bodied that the
body is provisional and temporary and that normality is wrapped up in certain
social frameworks. Quayson expands his argument by turning to Greek and
Yoruba writings, African American and postcolonial literature, depictions of
deformed characters in early modern England and the plays of Shakespeare, and
children's films, among other texts. He considers how disability affects
interpersonal relationships and forces the character and the reader to take an
ethical standpoint, much like representations of violence, pain, and the sacred.
The disabled are also used to represent social suffering, inadvertently obscuring
their true hardships.
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Focusing primarily on the work of Samuel Beckett, Toni Morrison, Wole Soyinka, and J. M. Coetzee, Ato
Quayson launches a thoroughly cross-cultural, interdisciplinary study of the representation of physical
disability. Quayson suggests that the subliminal unease and moral panic invoked by the disabled is refracted
within the structures of literature and literary discourse itself, a crisis he terms "aesthetic nervousness." The
disabled reminds the able-bodied that the body is provisional and temporary and that normality is wrapped
up in certain social frameworks. Quayson expands his argument by turning to Greek and Yoruba writings,
African American and postcolonial literature, depictions of deformed characters in early modern England
and the plays of Shakespeare, and children's films, among other texts. He considers how disability affects
interpersonal relationships and forces the character and the reader to take an ethical standpoint, much like
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Editorial Review

Review

Quayson raises illuminating points... and reveals how disability is perceived in a multifaceted society...
Highly recommended.

(CHOICE)

Quayson's new work is at once learned, wide-ranging, cosmopolitan, and meticulous.

(Lennard J. Davis Modern Philology)

Review

A work of literary criticism in the best sense. Ato Quayson is taking the field forward.

(Rosemarie Garland-Thomson, Emory University)

Ato Quayson's acutely global view offers a strong challenge to the narrow, implicitly or explicitly liberal
humanist, Western focus of most scholarly work in what is now called disability studies. Broader and deeper
than previous literary disability studies—broader in its international focus, deeper in the texture of its
calibrated close readings—Aesthetic Nervousness is a breakthrough interdisciplinary work by a major
theorist.

(Susan Schweik, former Presidential Chair in Undergraduate Education for Disability Studies, the University
of California, Berkeley)

About the Author

Ato Quayson is professor of English and inaugural director of the Centre for Diaspora and Transnational
Studies at the University of Toronto. He taught for ten years on the Faculty of English and was also director
of the Centre for African Studies at the University of Cambridge. He has also published widely on African
literature, literary theory, cultural studies, and postcolonial studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rick Maldonado:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Aesthetic Nervousness:



Disability and the Crisis of Representation is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

June Ross:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Aesthetic Nervousness: Disability and the Crisis of Representation.

Timothy Hardy:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Aesthetic Nervousness: Disability and
the Crisis of Representation can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Eunice Nunn:

Precisely why? Because this Aesthetic Nervousness: Disability and the Crisis of Representation is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible
way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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