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Sociology began as a historical discipline, created by Marx, Weber and others, to
explain the emergence and consequences of rational, capitalist society. Today,
the best historical sociology combines precision in theory-construction with the
careful selection of appropriate methodol ogies to address ongoing debates across
arange of subfields.

This innovative book explores what sociologists gain by treating temporality
serioudly, what we learn from placing socia relations and events in historical
context. In a series of chapters, readers will see how historical sociologists have
addressed the origins of capitalism, revolutions and social movements, empires
and states, inequality, gender and culture. The goal is hot to present a
comprehensive history of historical sociology; rather, readers will encounter
analyses of exemplary works and see how authors engaged past debates and their
contemporaries in sociology, history and other disciplines to advance our
understanding of how societies are created and remade across time.

Thisilluminating book is designed for use in graduate and advanced

undergraduate courses as an introduction to historical sociology and asaguideto
employing historical analysis across the discipline.
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Sociology began as a historical discipline, created by Marx, Weber and others, to explain the emergence and
conseguences of rational, capitalist society. Today, the best historical sociology combines precisionin
theory-construction with the careful selection of appropriate methodol ogies to address ongoing debates
across a range of subfields.

This innovative book explores what sociologists gain by treating temporality seriously, what we learn from
placing social relations and eventsin historical context. In a series of chapters, readers will see how historical
sociologists have addressed the origins of capitalism, revolutions and social movements, empires and states,
inequality, gender and culture. The goa is not to present a comprehensive history of historical sociology;
rather, readers will encounter analyses of exemplary works and see how authors engaged past debates and
their contemporaries in sociology, history and other disciplines to advance our understanding of how
societies are created and remade across time.

Thisilluminating book is designed for use in graduate and advanced undergraduate courses as an
introduction to historical sociology and as a guide to employing historical analysis across the discipline.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Petitions for a sociology that takes social change as its central object.”
Revue francaise de science politique

"Richard Lachmann's excellent, readable short survey of historical sociology gets to the heart of the
enterprise: understanding the ongoing transformations that have created the world in which we live.
Lachmann providesincisive reviews of the major fields of research to which historical sociologists have
contributed. The book will be avery useful text for those who would bring the concerns and approaches of
historical sociology to the larger discipline - who want to historicize sociology in order to render it more vital
and more grounded.”

Ann Shola Orloff, Northwestern Univer sity

"One of the major contributors to the 'historical turn' in late twentieth-century socia sciences guides us
through afascinating journey in a discipline. By examining exemplary works in different sociological
domains, Lachmann skillfully sketches the varied concerns of historical sociology. Written in areadable and
engaging style, What is Historical Sociology? isamust read, and not just for those interested in (historical)
sociology."

Roberto Franzosi, Emory Univer sity

About the Author

Richard Lachmann is professor of the sociology of culture and comparative/historical sociology at the
University at Albany, State University of New Y ork. He is author of States and Power and Capitalistsin
Spite of Themselves, winner of the 2003 American Sociological Association's Distinguished Scholarly
Publication Award, the 2002 Barrington Moore Best Book Award Honorable Mention from the American
Sociological Association's Comparative Historical Sociology Section, and 2001 Distinguished Publication
Award from the American Sociological Association's Political Sociology Section.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shannon Batiste:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled What is Historical Sociology?. Try to make the book What is
Historical Sociology? as your good friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you redlly feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jane Hanscom:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do



something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through surrounding.
One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for awhile isreading. Yes, by reading a
book your ahility to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you personally who
want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of What is Historical Sociology? book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Debra Ruff:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich can be aways change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually isyou don't know what kind you should start with. This What is Historical Sociology?is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
thisera.

William L ooney:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the book What is Historical Sociology? to make your
current reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading talent is devel oping when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especialy. Itisto
be first opinion for you to like to wide open abook and learn it. Beside that the guide What is Historical
Sociology? can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing
of thesetime.
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