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Having turned phone sex into the subject of an astonishing national bestseller in
Vox, Baker now outdoes himself with an outrageously arousing, acrobatically
stylish "X-rated sci-fi fantasy that leaves Vox seeming more like mere fiber-optic
foreplay" (Seattle Times). "Sparkling."--San Francisco Chronicle.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Fermata is the most risky of Nicholson Baker's emotional histories. His narrator, Arno Strine, is a 35-
year-old office temp who is writing his autobiography. "It's harder than I thought!" he admits. His "Fold-
powers" are easier; he can stop the world and use it as his own pleasure ground. Arno uses this gift not for
evil or material gain (he would feel guilty about stealing), though he does undress a good number of women
and momentarily place them in compromising positions--always, in his view, with respect and love. Anyone
who can stop time and refer in self-delight to his "chronanisms" can't be all bad! Like Baker's other books,
The Fermata gains little from synopsis. The pleasure is literally in the text. What's memorable is less the sex
and the sex toys (including the "Monasticon," in the shape of a monk holding a vibrating manuscript) than
Arno's wistful recollections of intimacy: the noise, for instance, of his ex-girlfriend's nail clipper, "which I
listened to in bed as some listen to real birdsong."

From Publishers Weekly
Baker's ingenious fifth novel, about a 35-year-old temp worker who stops time to act out elaborate sexual
fantasies, was a PW bestseller.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
What would you do, Arno Stein asks, if you had "a pause button that stopped life rather than VCR tapes?"
The 35-year-old Bostonian moves about freely, frequently inserting "some novelty into the lives of women"
by undressing them, getting them aroused, and then pressing the play button again and watching what
happens. Helped by Will Patton's sensitive narration, this comic novel transports listeners into that private
world where men's fantasies about women (in the workplace, in the library, in the classroom) come true.
And, in what amounts to a soft-porn variation on The Secret Life of Walter Mitty , we watch Arno becoming
engulfed in the fantasies to the point where he loses control. There is literary value in this recording of
Baker's well-written novel, but that appreciation will depend upon the listener's ability to laugh at the
fantasies Arno creates instead of becoming a voyeur. Recommended for most adult collections.
- Rochelle Ratner, formerly Poetry Editor, "Soho Weekly News," New York
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Fermata will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?



Kevin Nixon:

The actual book The Fermata has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research
ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

George Hardy:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. The Fermata can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Stephanie Sellers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Fermata can give you a lot of buddies because
by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Fermata.
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