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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Pan Am and its founder Juan Trippe were mgjor playersin the creation of the commercial airline industry.
Pan Am, founded in 1927, was thefirst airline to fly across the Pacific, across the Atlantic and around the
world. It was also the first U.S. airlineto fly jets. Pan Am's early successin aviation allowed the company to
expand into other areas such as ownership of the Intercontinental Hotel chain and the Pan Am Building in
New York City. In the mid-1970s, however, Pan Am began to lose money and Trippe's successors were
unable to turn the airline around. The company's last years were punctuated by attempts to find a buyer as
well as the piecemeal divestiture of the company. Gandt peppers his recounting of the decline of Pan Am
with anecdotes from former employees, mainly pilots. And while this is an involving account, Gandt, an
aviation freelance journalist, does not provide much analysis of the root causes of Pan Am'sfailure,
attributing its demise in 1991 to bad management and bad luck. At the end of thistale readers will likely ask
themselves-as apparently did most Pan Am employees-why did Pan Am die?

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Aviation journalist and pilot Gandt interweaves the complex and interesting story of Pan Am's rise under
founder and visionary Juan Trippe with American business and politics. Trippe molded Pan Am from the
glory days of flying boats and the opening of Pacific routes to new piston-driven airliners and the transition
tojets. In 1965 Pan Am was the world's preeminent airline, boasting 40,000 employees, 143 airliners, and
over $1 billion in revenues; it was a so the torchbearer for new aircraft designs. How Trippe achieved this
and influenced Presidents Kennedy and Johnson reveal the workings of American business and palitics. In
1968 foreign carriers increased, revenues declined, and Trippe resigned. In the Seventies a series of
catastrophic accidents, increasing competition, rising fuel costs, and a strike started the downward spiral
exacerbated by the 1988 L ockerbie tragedy and Chapter 11 proceedings. A fascinating commentary on
aviation and American business; for public libraries.

William A. McIntyre, New Hampshire Technical Coll. Lib., Nashua

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

The history of pioneering Pan American World Airways has aready been well chronicled in more than a half
dozen books, but Gandt--himself a pilot--tells Pan Am's story from the point of view of those who proudly
worked for it. He focuses on the airline's heady glory days of the 1960s, when it showily began accepting
reservations for the first commercial flight to the moon, and then he tracks its slow but steady descent and
ultimate crack-up when it was forced to cal it quits at the end of 1991. Gandt documents the toll taken by the
company's participation in airlifting troops to Vietnam, a bitter strike in 1985, deregulation, and the

L ockerbie terrorist bombing tragedy; and he vividly describes the subsequent effects on both the company
and the men and women--in particular the pilots (" skygods")--who worked for it. David Rouse

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Annette Carroll:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Skygods. The Fall of Pan Am. Try to stumble through book Skygods: The
Fall of Pan Am asyour pal. It meansthat it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than previoudy. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So, let's make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Janice Perry:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Skygods. The Fall of Pan Am book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the datain this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

David Conover:

Y ou are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Skygods: The Fall of Pan Am s
simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Ronald Ruggles:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different habby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou must
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Skygods. The Fall of
Pan Am.
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