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An analysis of literary accounts of suffering from sub-Saharan Africa, this book
examines fiction and life-writing in English and French over the last forty years.
Drawing on writers from the canonical to the less well-known, it uses close
readings to examine the personal, social and political consequences of
representing pain in literature.
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well-known, it uses close readings to examine the personal, social and political consequences of representing
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Editorial Review

Review

"A wide-ranging scrutiny of the ethics and aesthetics of representing pain in narrative, this thought-
provoking study extends the geographical remit of trauma studies and the conceptual underpinnings of
'African literature'." Ranka Primorac, Lecturer, University of Southampton, UK

"Zoe Norridge has given us an extraordinarily rich, insightful and often moving account of the depiction of
pain in narratives by African writers, exploring literature's ability to do justice to the experience of suffering
in ways not available to the social sciences. Constantly alert to the political, ethical and aesthetic questions
that such writing raises, she traces the representation of pain as it occurs in fiction, testimony, memoir and
literary journalism from a number of African countries, without shying away from hard questions about the
role of literature in our dealings with pain and its consequences in the real world." Derek Attridge, Professor,
University of York, UK

"Perceiving Pain offers not only a detailed and thoughtful examination of the texts, but also of the challenges
faced by the writer: our motivations and conflicts, the possibilities and the limitations of constructing stories
around war and oppression, of what it is that literature can achieve and what, finally, makes a writer write."
Aminatta Forna, author of The Memory of Love

"This important new study challenges us to think about the ways in which pain and suffering have been
represented in African literature and the role of the writer and literary critic in relation to this. Norridge
weaves together an impressive breadth of critical material from across memory studies, trauma theory, and
medical anthropology to inform careful close readings that in turn bring new insights to broader debates in
African, postcolonial, and world literature... Perceiving Pain in African Literature, and the persuasive case it
makes for the potential of the literary to explore the particularity and personal nature of pain, makes a vital
contribution to debates about trauma, aesthetics, how pain is communicated and given meaning, and the role
of the literary critic. It deserves to be widely read and referenced both within the field of African literature
and literary studies, but also by scientists and social scientists concerned with experiences of suffering." Kate
Haines, Research in African Literatures

"Epistemological and ontological concerns on studies relating to pain, torture, suffering, and trauma have
continued to inspire serious research and ignite diverse critical debates. Zoe Norridge's Perceiving Pain in
African Literature is an immense contribution in this direction. With a well-defined scope of different
unique/subjective experiences and representations of pain the book addresses a wide range of texts with
insight... Using authors from Zimbabwe, Southern Africa, Cameroon, Senegal, Côte d'Ivoire, and Rwanda,
Norridge demonstrates erudition on her subject. The book is convincing and strongly recommended to any
researcher in African literary and social studies." Charles Ngiewih Teke, African Studies Quarterly

About the Author
Zoe Norridge is a Lecturer in English and Comparative Literature at King's College London, UK. She has
also taught African and Global Literature at the University of York, University of Oxford and the School of
Oriental and African Studies. In 2011 she was named one of ten BBC Radio 3 and AHRC New Generation
Thinkers.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kori Pierson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Perceiving Pain in
African Literature book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Ronald Smith:

The book untitled Perceiving Pain in African Literature is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Perceiving Pain in African Literature from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

James Yancey:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Perceiving Pain in African Literature this publication consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Kimberly Smith:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Perceiving Pain in African Literature was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Perceiving Pain in African Literature has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.
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