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This folktale told using ancient Chinese puzzles and watercolor illustrations
has been beloved for over twenty-five years!

When Little Soo asks for a story, Grandfather Tang arranges the tangram pieces
and two magic fox fairies spring to life. The foxes change shapes as quick as a
wink, from rabbits to dogs to squirrels and geese. But their game turns dangerous
when a hunter raises his bow. . . .

Originally published in 1990, Grandfather Tang’s Story will continue to delight
new readers as the wonder of the tangram puzzle—and an endearing game
between a grandfather and his granddaughter—reveals a story of magic, clever
animals, and, ultimately, true friendship.

An NCSS-CBC Notable Children’s Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies
An NCTE Notable Children’s Trade Book in the Language Arts

“Ingenious.” —The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Here's a folktale with a twist: Tompert uses tangrams, a traditional "visual aid" employed by Chinese
storytellers, to spin a tale about two shape-changing fox fairies. Seven "tans" (standard-sized pieces of a
square) are arranged and rearranged to represent various characters in the story. The fox fairies vie to outdo
each other--the first one becomes a rabbit, the other a dog who chases him, and so on--but when the two
chase each other right into danger, they finally have to set their competition aside and pull together. Parker's
graceful, impressionistic illustrations have a gentle Oriental flavor, and the constantly changing tangram
configurations add a novel touch. A traceable tangram is provided at the end for do-it-yourselfers. Ages 3-7.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 4-- Two competitive fox fairies go through rapid physical transformations until a
hunter's arrow reminds them of their true friendship. This original tangram tale is framed by the loving
relationship between a grandfather and granddaughter as they share the story under the shade of an old tree,
and culminates in a tangram of an old man and a girl likewise resting. Tangrams, ancient Chinese puzzles in
which a square is cut into seven traditional pieces (each called a tan), are arranged into patterns used to help
tell the story. Parker's watercolor washes complement the text, adding energy and tension, as well as evoking
oriental brushwork technique. However, the text is strong enough to stand on its own, and will be valued by
storytellers and listeners alike. --Carolyn Noah, Worcester Public Library, MA
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
"Drawing on a Chinese form of storytelling with seven shapes cut from a square of paper, Tompert recounts
the tale of two fox fairies. Parker's pen-and-watercolor art adds drama, while the tangram insets will motivate
children to try their own versions."--The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Grandfather Tang's Story (Dragonfly Books).

Michael Davis:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give
you a lot of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of



several ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Grandfather Tang's Story (Dragonfly Books), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Wesley Mansour:

The book untitled Grandfather Tang's Story (Dragonfly Books) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read
the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Lewis Shafer:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Grandfather Tang's Story (Dragonfly Books)
is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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