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Fundamentalism is seen as the major threat to world peace today, a conclusion
impossible to ignore since the events in New York on September 11, 2001. But
what does "fundamentalism" really mean?

Since it was coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the 1920s, the use of
the term "fundamentalist" has expanded to include a diverse range of radical
conservatives and ideological purists, not all religious. Fundamentalism could
now mean both militant Israeli settlers as well as the Islamist radicals who
oppose them, it can mean Christians, Hindus, animal liberationists, and even
Buddhist nationalists. Here, Middle East expert Malise Ruthven investigates
fundamentalism's historical, social, religious, political, and ideological roots, and
tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding this complex phenomena--one
that eludes simple definition, yet urgently needs to be understood.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Stimulating.'
Roger Hardy, New Statesman

`Review from previous edition 'Ruthven's careful analysis of the phenomena ... provides a much-needed
mental map [from] one of today's most perceptive observers and historians of religion.''
Guardian

`'...powerful stuff ... this book is perceptive and important.''
Observer

`This is a gentle, civilised book, written with some style. I enjoyed reading it.'
Sasthi Brata, Spectator 10/04/2004

`The first clear definition of this indispensable yet misused term.'
Anoush Ehteshami, University of Durham

`... an important contribution to the current political and cultural debates about Islam and the West, religious
extremism, and the changing identity of supposedly secular societies.'
R. Scott Appleby, University of Notre Dame

About the Author

Malise Ruthven is a freelance writer and journalist, and visiting professor at the University of California,
San Diego. A former scriptwriter with the BBC Arabic and World Services, he holds an MA in English
Literature and a PhD in Social and Political Sciences from Cambridge University. He is renowned as a
commentator on Islam and the Arabic world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pearl Young:

This Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction without we recognize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Fundamentalism: A Very
Short Introduction can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Fundamentalism: A Very Short
Introduction having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.



Dale Vaught:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Fundamentalism: A Very Short
Introduction book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Nona Smith:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction as the daily resource
information.

Jackie Armstrong:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Fundamentalism: A Very
Short Introduction that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction become your
starter.
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