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No other century promoted such rapid change in American families than the
twentieth century did. Through most of the first half of the century families were
two-parent plus children units, but by the 1980s and 1990s divorce was common
in half of the homes and many families were single-parent or included step-
parents, step-siblings and half-siblings. The major changes in opinions and even
some laws on race, gender and sexuality during the 1960s and 1970s brought
change to families as well. Some families were headed by gay parents, lived in
communes or other non-traditional homes, were of mixed race, or had adopted
children. Family life had changed dramatically in less than 50 years. The change
in the core make-up of what was considered a family ushered in new celebrations
and holidays, ways of cooking, eating, and entertainment, and even daily
activities. In this detailed look at family life in America, Coleman, Ganong and
Warzinick discuss home and work, family ceremonies and celebrations,
parenting and children, divorce and single-parent homes, gay and lesbian
families, as well as cooking and meals, urban vs. suburban homes, and ethnic and
minority families. Reference resources include a timeline, sources for further
reading, photographs and an index.

Volumes in the Family Life in America series focus on the day-to-day lives and
roles of families throughout history. The roles of all family members are defined
and information on daily family life, the role of the family in society, and the
ever-changing definition of the term family' are discussed. Discussion of the
nuclear family, single parent homes, foster and adoptive families, stepfamilies,
and gay and lesbian families are included where appropriate. Topics such as meal
planning, homes, entertainment and celebrations, are discussed along with larger
social issues that originate in the home like domestic violence, child abuse and
neglect, and divorce. Ideal for students and general readers alike, books in this
series bring the history of everyday people to life.
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No other century promoted such rapid change in American families than the twentieth century did. Through
most of the first half of the century families were two-parent plus children units, but by the 1980s and 1990s
divorce was common in half of the homes and many families were single-parent or included step-parents,
step-siblings and half-siblings. The major changes in opinions and even some laws on race, gender and
sexuality during the 1960s and 1970s brought change to families as well. Some families were headed by gay
parents, lived in communes or other non-traditional homes, were of mixed race, or had adopted children.
Family life had changed dramatically in less than 50 years. The change in the core make-up of what was
considered a family ushered in new celebrations and holidays, ways of cooking, eating, and entertainment,
and even daily activities. In this detailed look at family life in America, Coleman, Ganong and Warzinick
discuss home and work, family ceremonies and celebrations, parenting and children, divorce and single-
parent homes, gay and lesbian families, as well as cooking and meals, urban vs. suburban homes, and ethnic
and minority families. Reference resources include a timeline, sources for further reading, photographs and
an index.

Volumes in the Family Life in America series focus on the day-to-day lives and roles of families throughout
history. The roles of all family members are defined and information on daily family life, the role of the
family in society, and the ever-changing definition of the term family' are discussed. Discussion of the
nuclear family, single parent homes, foster and adoptive families, stepfamilies, and gay and lesbian families
are included where appropriate. Topics such as meal planning, homes, entertainment and celebrations, are
discussed along with larger social issues that originate in the home like domestic violence, child abuse and
neglect, and divorce. Ideal for students and general readers alike, books in this series bring the history of
everyday people to life.
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Editorial Review

Review
"How we define the term the American family varies widely depending on the decade and the person
attempting to do the defining. The onset of urbanization, the rise of consumerist culture and the related
alterations in the workforce, globalization, the reinterpretation of gender and sexual roles and opportunities,
technology, and the increasing number of people whose personal lives have gone public have become family
issues, and here general readers learn about the major cultural and historical trends. The authors wisely begin
with a chronology listing major legislation and events that affected family life, then describe courtship,
cohabitation, marriage, divorce, remarriage, bereavement, domestic arrangements and traditions, the
relationship between work and family life, the changing ways of mothers and motherhood, the roles of men
in families, children and adolescents, family abuse and neglect and alternative family forms." - Reference &
Research Book News

"This volume, which will be especially useful in classes on family sociology, draws on an extensive
secondary literature to chronicle a century of changes in family size, structure, roles, functions, rituals, and
power dynamics. . . . The volume's greatest strength lies in reminding readers that rather than being fixed and
unchanging, families, across the past century, have been dynamic, ever-changing systems in which change
has been neither steady nor predictable. . . . Especially noteworthy are the book's discussions of the shifting
experiences of stepfamilies, grandparenthood, and widowhood." - Journal of Social History

"A major strength of this book . . . is that it provides a broad overview of family change in the United States
throughout the 20th century. . . . The reader of Family Life in 20th-Century America, whether a researcher or
a student, will find much useful and illuminating information." - Journal of Comparative Family Studies
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



George Seal:

Here thing why this particular Family Life in 20th-Century America (Family Life through History) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Family Life in 20th-Century America (Family
Life through History) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Family Life in 20th-Century America (Family Life through
History). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Family Life in 20th-Century America (Family Life through History) in e-book can be
your substitute.

Lisa Sullivan:

The reason? Because this Family Life in 20th-Century America (Family Life through History) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Andrew Purdie:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Family Life in 20th-Century
America (Family Life through History), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Norma Barnes:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Family Life in 20th-Century America (Family Life through History) this e-
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.
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