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It is the year 2218. In “Villautopia,” the capital of a Central American nation, the
state selects young, biologically desirable citizens to act as breeders. Embryos are
implanted in males to increase a flagging population rate, and the offspring are
raised in state facilities until old enough to choose their own, non-nuclear
families. Sterilization of children with mental or physical abnormalities further
ensures the purity of the gene pool.
            Written two years before Yevgeny Zamyatin’s We and twelve years
before Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, Eugenia recounts the story of
Ernesto, who at age twenty-three is selected as a breeder. Celiana, his thirty-
eight-year-old lover and an accomplished scholar, is deemed unfit for
reproduction. To cope with her feelings of guilt and hopelessness, she
increasingly turns to marijuana, and her scholarly productivity declines.
Meanwhile Ernesto falls in love with a fellow breeder, a young woman named
Eugenia—but the life they ultimately choose is not quite what the state had
envisioned.
            Taking up important challenges of modern society—population growth,
reproductive behavior and technologies, experimentation with gender roles, and
changes in family dynamics—Eugenia is published here in English for the first
time. Sarah A. Buck Kachaluba and Aaron Dziubinskyj provide a critical
apparatus helping readers to understand the novel’s literary genesis and
genealogy as well as its historical context. Arising from its twentieth-century
origins, yet remarkably contemporary, Eugenia is a treasure of speculative
fiction.

Winner, Jose Toribio Medina Award, Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin
American Library Materials
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It is the year 2218. In “Villautopia,” the capital of a Central American nation, the state selects young,
biologically desirable citizens to act as breeders. Embryos are implanted in males to increase a flagging
population rate, and the offspring are raised in state facilities until old enough to choose their own, non-
nuclear families. Sterilization of children with mental or physical abnormalities further ensures the purity of
the gene pool.
            Written two years before Yevgeny Zamyatin’s We and twelve years before Aldous Huxley’s Brave
New World, Eugenia recounts the story of Ernesto, who at age twenty-three is selected as a breeder. Celiana,
his thirty-eight-year-old lover and an accomplished scholar, is deemed unfit for reproduction. To cope with
her feelings of guilt and hopelessness, she increasingly turns to marijuana, and her scholarly productivity
declines. Meanwhile Ernesto falls in love with a fellow breeder, a young woman named Eugenia—but the
life they ultimately choose is not quite what the state had envisioned.
            Taking up important challenges of modern society—population growth, reproductive behavior and
technologies, experimentation with gender roles, and changes in family dynamics—Eugenia is published
here in English for the first time. Sarah A. Buck Kachaluba and Aaron Dziubinskyj provide a critical
apparatus helping readers to understand the novel’s literary genesis and genealogy as well as its historical
context. Arising from its twentieth-century origins, yet remarkably contemporary, Eugenia is a treasure of
speculative fiction.

Winner, Jose Toribio Medina Award, Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials
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Editorial Review

Review

“A major contribution. Sarah A. Buck Kachaluba and Aaron Dziubinskyj have unearthed a powerful and
crucial work in the literary history of Mexico, and they have created a precise, effective translation and a
critical apparatus that encourages readers to engage with the story in novel and complex ways.”—Cristina
Rivera-Garza, author of No One Will See Me Cry

About the Author

Eduardo Urzaiz (1876–1955) was a Cuban-Mexican schoolteacher, gynecologist, obstetrician, artist, and
student of psychiatry. Sarah A. Buck Kachaluba is the Latin American Studies and Iberian Languages and
Literatures Librarian at the University of California, San Diego, and has a PhD in Latin American
history. Aaron Dziubinskyj is an associate professor of modern languages at DePauw University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly Dyar:

This Eugenia: A Fictional Sketch of Future Customs book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Eugenia: A Fictional Sketch of Future Customs without we recognize teach the
one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Eugenia: A
Fictional Sketch of Future Customs can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Eugenia: A Fictional
Sketch of Future Customs having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Silvia Washington:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. Eugenia: A Fictional Sketch of Future Customs can be your answer because it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Betty Dansby:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Eugenia: A Fictional Sketch of Future Customs
can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time



by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jocelyn Lee:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book Eugenia: A Fictional Sketch of Future Customs we can consider more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Eugenia: A Fictional
Sketch of Future Customs. You can more inviting than now.
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