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Throughout African-American history, religion has been indelibly intertwined
with the fight against intolerance and racial prejudice. Martin Luther King, Jr.-
America's best-known champion of civil liberties-was a Baptist minister. Father
Divine, a fiery preacher who established a large following in the 1920s and
1930s, convinced his disciples that he could cure not only disease and infirmity,
but also poverty and racism.
An in-depth examination of African-American history and religion, this
comprehensive and lively book provides panoramic coverage of the black
religious and social experience in America. Renowned historian Albert J.
Raboteau traces the subtle blending of African tribal customs with the powerful
Christian establishment, the migration to cities, the growth of Islam, and the 200-
year fight for freedom and identity which was so often centered around African-
American churches. From the African Methodist Episcopal Church to the Nation
of Islam and from the first African slaves to Louis Farrakhan, this far-reaching
book chronicles the evolution of an important and influential component of our
religious and historical heritage. African American Religion combines
meticulously researched historical facts with a fast-paced, engaging narrative that
will appeal to readers of any age.
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Throughout African-American history, religion has been indelibly intertwined with the fight against
intolerance and racial prejudice. Martin Luther King, Jr.-America's best-known champion of civil liberties-
was a Baptist minister. Father Divine, a fiery preacher who established a large following in the 1920s and
1930s, convinced his disciples that he could cure not only disease and infirmity, but also poverty and racism.
An in-depth examination of African-American history and religion, this comprehensive and lively book
provides panoramic coverage of the black religious and social experience in America. Renowned historian
Albert J. Raboteau traces the subtle blending of African tribal customs with the powerful Christian
establishment, the migration to cities, the growth of Islam, and the 200-year fight for freedom and identity
which was so often centered around African-American churches. From the African Methodist Episcopal
Church to the Nation of Islam and from the first African slaves to Louis Farrakhan, this far-reaching book
chronicles the evolution of an important and influential component of our religious and historical heritage.
African American Religion combines meticulously researched historical facts with a fast-paced, engaging
narrative that will appeal to readers of any age.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Working from the premise that "the story of African-American religion has often been neglected in books
and courses on [both] African-American history and American religious history," Princeton religion
professor Raboteau (Slave Religion and A Fire in the Bones) offers this wonderfully informative and brief
introduction to African-American religious traditions. The book opens memorably with a glimpse of a 15th-
century slave raid off the western coast of Africa, with Raboteau powerfully demonstrating the devastation
slavery wrought upon individuals and families. He then paints with broad strokes the sensibilities of many
African religions, their syncretic blending with Christianity into new traditions such as Santer¡a and
Candomblˆ, and the conversion of many American slaves to Christianity (particularly the Methodist and
Baptist sects). He sweeps through the independent black church movement of the 19th century, chronicling
how the joy of emancipation dissipated into bleak despair as African-Americans in the late 19th and early
20th centuries struggled to achieve economic and social parity. Closing chapters discuss the Great Migration
and the rise of new religious movements in the North, such as Father Divine's Peace Mission Movement and
the Nation of Islam. Raboteau does not neglect the conversion of many African-Americans to age-old
religious traditions (there are now two million black Catholics in the United States). This well-written,
concise primer, sprinkled with primary sources, covers all of the highlights and deserves to become a staple
of college syllabi.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
"[A] wonderfully informative and brief introduction to African-American religious traditions....This well-
written, concise primer, sprinkled with primary sources, covers all of the highlights and deserves to become a
staple of college syllabi."--Publishers Weekly

"Read it, then tell the stories to your children. Add [this book] to your bookshelf because it documents in
pictures and words the journey of blacks in America and the integral role of the church....A good read,
particularly now."--New Jersey Star Ledger

"An excellent introductory text for high school through graduate school courses in Ameircan religion,
African-American religion, and black theology."--National Catholic Reporter

About the Author
Albert J. Raboteau is at Princeton University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really



reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans (Religion in
American Life).

Stanley Torres:

The book Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans (Religion in American Life) make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans (Religion in American Life) to be your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book Canaan Land: A Religious
History of African Americans (Religion in American Life). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Erik Garcia:

The e-book untitled Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans (Religion in American Life) is
the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Canaan Land: A Religious History of
African Americans (Religion in American Life) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Steven Young:

Beside that Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans (Religion in American Life) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Americans
(Religion in American Life) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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