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Naji al-Ali grew up in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ain al-Hilweh in the south
Lebanese city of Sidon, where his gift for drawing was discovered by the
Palestinian poet Ghassan Kanafani in the late 1950s. Early the following decade
he left for Kuwait, embarking on a thirty-year career that would see his cartoons
published daily in newspapers from Cairo to Beirut, London to Paris.

Resolutely independent and unaligned to any political party, Naji al-Ali strove to
speak to and for the ordinary Arab people; the pointed satire of his stark,
symbolic cartoons brought him widespread renown. Through his most celebrated
creation, the witness-child Handala, al-Ali criticized the brutality of Israeli
occupation, the venality and corruption of the regimes in the region, and the
suffering of the Palestinian people, earning him many powerful enemies and the
soubriquet “the Palestinian Malcolm X.”

For the first time in book form, A Child in Palestine presents the work of one of
the Arab world’s greatest cartoonists, revered throughout the region for his
outspokenness, honesty and humanity.

“That was when the character Handala was born. The young, barefoot Handala
was a symbol of my childhood. He was the age I was when I had left Palestine
and, in a sense, I am still that age today and I feel that I can recall and sense
every bush, every stone, every house and every tree I passed when I was a child
in Palestine. The character of Handala was a sort of icon that protected my soul
from falling whenever I felt sluggish or I was ignoring my duty. That child was
like a splash of fresh water on my forehead, bringing me to attention and keeping
me from error and loss. He was the arrow of the compass, pointing steadily
towards Palestine. Not just Palestine in geographical terms, but Palestine in its
humanitarian sense—the symbol of a just cause, whether it is located in Egypt,
Vietnam or South Africa.”—Naji al-Ali, in conversation with Radwa Ashour
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Naji al-Ali grew up in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ain al-Hilweh in the south Lebanese city of Sidon,
where his gift for drawing was discovered by the Palestinian poet Ghassan Kanafani in the late 1950s. Early
the following decade he left for Kuwait, embarking on a thirty-year career that would see his cartoons
published daily in newspapers from Cairo to Beirut, London to Paris.

Resolutely independent and unaligned to any political party, Naji al-Ali strove to speak to and for the
ordinary Arab people; the pointed satire of his stark, symbolic cartoons brought him widespread renown.
Through his most celebrated creation, the witness-child Handala, al-Ali criticized the brutality of Israeli
occupation, the venality and corruption of the regimes in the region, and the suffering of the Palestinian
people, earning him many powerful enemies and the soubriquet “the Palestinian Malcolm X.”

For the first time in book form, A Child in Palestine presents the work of one of the Arab world’s greatest
cartoonists, revered throughout the region for his outspokenness, honesty and humanity.

“That was when the character Handala was born. The young, barefoot Handala was a symbol of my
childhood. He was the age I was when I had left Palestine and, in a sense, I am still that age today and I feel
that I can recall and sense every bush, every stone, every house and every tree I passed when I was a child in
Palestine. The character of Handala was a sort of icon that protected my soul from falling whenever I felt
sluggish or I was ignoring my duty. That child was like a splash of fresh water on my forehead, bringing me
to attention and keeping me from error and loss. He was the arrow of the compass, pointing steadily towards
Palestine. Not just Palestine in geographical terms, but Palestine in its humanitarian sense—the symbol of a
just cause, whether it is located in Egypt, Vietnam or South Africa.”—Naji al-Ali, in conversation with
Radwa Ashour
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Editorial Review

Review
“This is a ground-breaking book. For the first time, Western readers are beckoned into Palestinian lives by
the graphic warmth, inspiration and horror of the cartoonist Naji al-Ali, whose iconic Hanthala is our witness
and conscience, imploring, rightly, that we never forget.”—John Pilger

About the Author
Naji Salim al-Ali (1938–87) was a Palestinian cartoonist, noted for the political criticism in his work. He
drew over 40,000 cartoons, which often reflected Palestinian and Arab public opinion and were sharply
critical commentaries on Palestinian and Arab politics and political leaders. He is perhaps best known as
creator of the character Handala, pictured in his cartoons as a young witness of the satirized policy or event
depicted, and who has since become an icon of Palestinian defiance. Naji al-Ali was shot by unknown
assailants outside the offices of “al-Qabas”, a Kuwaiti newspaper in London on July 22, 1987 and died 5
weeks later.

Joe Sacco lives in Portland, Oregon. He is the author of many acclaimed graphic novels, including Palestine,
Safe Area Gorazde, But I Like It, Notes from a Defeatist, The Fixer, War’s End, and Footnotes in Gaza.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji
al-Ali book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sam Hasse:

A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons
of Naji al-Ali but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial considering.



Christopher Parker:

The book untitled A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
gives you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Regina Dye:

You can find this A Child in Palestine: The Cartoons of Naji al-Ali by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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