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Where do novelists get their 'ideas' from? How do they develop an idea into a
narrative with a specific and individual form? How far is the reception of a work
of fiction conditioned by factors outside the writer's control? In the first part of
this book, in revealing and often amusing reminiscence, David Lodge traces the
history of his recent novel about Henry James, Author, from the very first
mention of the basic idea in his notebook, through the processes of research and
writing, to the publication and reception of the finished book, which was
adversely affected by the appearance of another novel on the same subject some
six months earlier. These two were not the only novels inspired by Henry James
in circulation in the year 2004, a phenomenon which Lodge sees with hindsight
as 'a coincidence waiting to happen', with ironic consequences that the Master
himself might have invented. The essays in the second part pursue the themes of
genesis, composition and reception in the work of other novelists. There are
studies of key works by James himself, H.G.Wells, Vladimir Nabokov,
J.M.Coetzee and Umberto Eco, and essays on the literary sources of Graham
Greene's imagination and on a significant anthology of the 'Best of Young
American Novelists'. Collectively the contents of this book throw a brilliant light
on the dominant literary form of the last two centuries, in its twin aspects as work
of art and commodity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Lodge has fashioned a wise and provocative study...far more than the sum of its parts" -- John Banville Irish
Times

About the Author
David Lodge's novels include Changing Places (Hawthornden Prize), How Far Can You Go? (Whitbread
Book of the Year), Small World ( Booker shortlisted), Nice Work (Sunday Express Book of the Year) and A
Man of Parts. He has also written books of literary criticism, including The Art of Fiction. His works have
been translated into 25 languages. He is Emeritus Professor of English Literature at Birmingham and a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, was awarded a CBE and is also a Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et
des Lettres.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

This The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel can be one
of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Anita Winn:

The reserve with title The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel contains a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Donald Pate:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Year of Henry James: The
Story of a Novel that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or



woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel become your
current starter.

Bruce Herrera:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication The Year of Henry James: The Story of a Novel was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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