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A growing frustration with “spin doctors,” doublespeak, and outright lying by
public officials has resulted in a deep public cynicism regarding politics today. It
has also led many voters to seek out politicians who engage in “straight talk,” out
of a hope that sincerity signifies a dedication to the truth. While this is an
understandable reaction to the degradation of public discourse inflicted by
political hype, Elizabeth Markovits argues that the search for sincerity in the
public arena actually constitutes a dangerous distraction from more important
concerns, including factual truth and the ethical import of political statements.

Her argument takes her back to an examination of the Greek notion of parrhesia
(frank speech), and she draws from her study of the Platonic dialogues a nuanced
understanding of this ancient analogue of “straight talk.” She shows Plato to have
an appreciation for rhetoric rather than a desire to purge it from public life,
providing insights into the ways it can contribute to a fruitful form of deliberative
democracy today.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This original and provocative book contributes significantly to both classical political philosophy (the
relationship of Plato’s dialogues to democracy, then and now) and democratic theory (deliberative
democracy, participatory democracy, and feminist treatments of democracy). Markovits brilliantly connects
her interpretations of Plato’s texts to our own thinking about important political questions, examining
particularly the problematic role of sincerity in political communication. In so doing, she convincingly shows
that these classical texts are valuable resources for citizens.”

—Gerald Mara, Georgetown University

“What could be wrong with plain speech? Plenty, as it turns out. The appeal to straight talk in politics,
relying on sincerity norms in deliberative theory, and avoiding of the art of rhetoric in civic education can
lead to a dangerous naïveté regarding modern sophistry. Elizabeth Markovits knows that we can do better. In
place of the vain quest for communicative purity, this book offers vital resources for democratic
participation.”

—Robert Hariman, Northwestern University

“Engagingly written and interesting, this book is useful for political theorists interested in democratic theory,
rhetoric, and Greek thought.”

—D. J. Kapust, Choice

“This book is well worth reading, especially for those who are interested in Plato’s teachings on democratic
rhetoric, and especially for those interested in Gorgias.”

—Laurie M. Johnson Bagby, Review of Politics

About the Author

Elizabeth Markovits is Assistant Professor of Politics at Mount Holyoke College.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

The ability that you get from The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic Judgment is a
more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank
Speech, and Democratic Judgment giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic
Judgment instantly.

Misty Barrientos:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic
Judgment can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Leon Moses:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic Judgment it
is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Steve Teegarden:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech,
and Democratic Judgment was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The
Politics of Sincerity: Plato, Frank Speech, and Democratic Judgment has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and



rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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