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Editorial Review

Review
"A landmark in the debate over the significance of the frontier in American history." -- Kansas History

"A stimulating and valuable contribution to American intellectual history and to the history of the American
West as well." -- Nebraska History

"An excellent book on a big subject, executed with much skill." -- Western Historical Quarterly

"An indispensable analysis of an essential part of the national psyche." -- American Studies

"One of the most important books of recent years in the history of American ideas." -- Journal of Arizona
History

"Wrobel writes with clarity and richness and uses abundant examples." -- Great Plains Quarterly

From the Back Cover
The American frontier was officially closed, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 1890. Yet more
homesteads were settled in the first few decades of the twentieth century than in the entire nineteenth
century. "Frontier anxiety", then, really was caused, not by the closing of the frontier, but by the perception
that the frontier was closing, argues David Wrobel. As early as the 1870s and through the 1930s, many
Americans believed an important era had ended and worried about how this closure would affect society and
democracy. In this book, Wrobel illustrates more than just how the perceived demise of the frontier brought
about a longing for wilderness and the pioneer spirit. He emphasizes how it influenced debate on public land
and immigration policy, expansionism, and the merits of individualistic and cooperative political systems. In
addition, he relates how it affected and was affected by such diverse social and political issues as racism,
industrialization, irrigation, tenant farming, class struggle, government intervention, and the naturalist
movement. Wrobel doesn't focus rigidly on Frederick Jackson Turner or question the originality of Turner's
thesis - that the frontier molded the nation's character - as historians have done in the past. Instead he
suggests that the writings of Turner and other intellectuals were symptomatic of a frontier anxiety that began
to take hold in the 1870s. Concentrating on the notions of these intellectuals over several decades, Wrobel
shows how their reactions to the perceived ending of American exceptionalism - created by a unique frontier
experience - helped shape the nation's cultural and political future.

About the Author
David M. Wrobel holds the Merrick Chair in Western History at the University of Oklahoma. He is also the
author of The End of American Exceptionalism: Frontier Anxiety from the Old West to the New Deal and
Promised Lands: Promotion, Memory, and the Creation of the American West.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Pamela Adair:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The End of American Exceptionalism:
Frontier Anxiety from the Old West to the New Deal is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Peggy Witzel:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The End of American Exceptionalism: Frontier Anxiety from the
Old West to the New Deal can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Veronica Lopez:

Often the book The End of American Exceptionalism: Frontier Anxiety from the Old West to the New Deal
has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Jean McCallum:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The End of American Exceptionalism: Frontier Anxiety from the Old
West to the New Deal can make you experience more interested to read.
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