
Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga

By Karl Schroeder

Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga By Karl Schroeder

It is the distant future. The world known as Virga is a fullerene balloon three
thousand kilometers in diameter, filled with air, water, and aimlessly floating
chunks of rock. The humans who live in this vast environment must build their
own fusion suns and "towns" that are in the shape of enormous wood and rope
wheels that are spun for gravity.

Young, fit, bitter, and friendless, Hayden Griffin is a very dangerous man. He's
come to the city of Rush in the nation of Slipstream with one thing in mind: to
take murderous revenge for the deaths of his parents six years ago. His target is
Admiral Chaison Fanning, head of the fleet of Slipstream, which conquered
Hayden's nation of Aerie years ago. And the fact that Hayden's spent his
adolescence living with pirates doesn't bode well for Fanning's chances . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The swashbuckling space settlers of Schroeder's fantastical novel (after 2005's Lady of Mazes) inhabit
warring nation-states inside a planet-sized balloon called Virga. This adventure-filled tale of sword fights
and naval battles stars young Hayden Griffin of the nation of Aerie, orphaned by an attack on the artificial
sun that his parents tried to build. He grows up to seek vengeance against the man who led it, Adm. Chaison
Fanning of the nation Slipstream. Getting close to Fanning, though, entails infiltrating the flagship Rook and
interfering in the schemes of the admiral's wife, the devious Venera. Schroeder layers in scientific rationales
for his air-filled, gravity-poor world—with its spinning cylinder towns and miles-long icebergs—but the real
fun of this coming-of-age tale includes a pirate treasure hunt and grand scale naval invasions set in the cold,
far reaches of space. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
With this book Schroeder launches a saga set on Virga, a balloon-world warmed by artificial suns. The
inhabitants build, besides their own suns, floating towns. The spaces between the towns, lacking nearby suns,
are wintry cold, and only a few pirates and the utterly desperate live on the towns' edges. Hayden Griffen is
dead set on revenge for his parents' deaths in the destruction of his home, Aerie, by the nation of Slipstream
six years before. Somewhat unexpectedly, after catching the attention of Venera Fanning and becoming her
driver, Hayden is dispatched on a mission under Admiral Chaison Fanning, the man he believes responsible
for his parents' demise, to find a vast treasure and, even more valuable, a key to the sun and the world
outside, where posthumanity reigns. The satisfying opening of a promising space opera. Regina Schroeder
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"We already knew that Karl Schroeder could do Kubrick. Now it turns out he can do Dumas as well. And
more: not since Middle Earth have I encountered such an intense and palpable evocation of an alien world.
Sun of Suns puts the world-building exercises of classic Niven to shame." -Peter Watts

"Mix in one part thrilling action, one part screaming-cool steampunk tech, and one part worldbuilding and
you've got Sun of Suns. And oh, what worldbuilding! Schroeder is a master."
--Cory Doctorow, author of Someone Comes to Town, Someone Leave Town and co-editor of Boing Boing

"Karl Schroeder's SUN OF SUNS not only creates an even more unusual and evocative setting than his
previous work, but is replete with adventures and turns, and characters that are anything but one-
dimensional." --L.E. Modesitt, Jr.

"I loved it. It never slowed down. The background is fascinating and the characters held my attention. It
reminded me a little of The Integral Trees, with technology a little more advanced." --Larry Niven on Sun of
Suns

"Over the years, science-fiction has provided us with awesome environments, the best ones based on careful
logic. There was Hal Clement's Mission of Gravity and Robert Forward's Dragon's Egg. Karl Schroeder's
new novel is in a class with these masterpieces. The longer one ponders Sun of Suns, the less paradoxical--
and the more intricately sensible--it comes to be." -Vernor Vinge

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Sun of Suns is a rip-roaring story full of marvellous images and cutting-edge ideas. Schroeder has the rare
and invaluable ability to develop wholly new concepts and turn them into compelling narratives. The
scientists are already studying Schroeder's ideas.Take him very seriously." --Stephen Baxter

"Karl has managed to have his cake and eat it [too]. . . .It's a satisfying story in itself, but raises enough
questions for me to want to buy the next...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

Here thing why this specific Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Sun of Suns: Book One
of Virga. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga in e-book can be your alternative.

Ellen Jones:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Sun of Suns:
Book One of Virga content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Sun of Suns:
Book One of Virga is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Robert Brown:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Sun of Suns: Book One of Virga can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

George Hughes:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing



that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sun of Suns: Book One of
Virga, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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