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This book is at once an edition of Shakespeare's Sonnets and a guide to how to
read these exquisite and complex poems, and is designed both for readers new to
the poems and for those who are familiar with the Sonnets but are ready to
engage with them afresh. It is the only current edition which provides an
original-spelling text of the poems: that is, it prints the poems as they appeared in
the first edition, Shake-speares Sonnets (1609), preserving the spelling,
punctuation, italics, and capitalization of the original, with only minor
interventions where that edition manifestly needs correction. The advantages
(and occasional hazards) of reading an original-spelling text are explained, and
detailed help is provided in order to assist readers who may be unfamiliar with
the conventions of early-modern spelling and punctuation. The introduction
focuses on how we might read the poetry, discussing the sonnet form, the
tradition within which Shakespeare was writing, and the ways in which readers
might explore the richly suggestive language which he used. The forms of
sexuality evoked in the Sonnets are fully charted, both in the introduction and the
notes, but readers are steered away from biographical speculation. The annotation
which accompanies the text of the poems provides detailed and carefully-targeted
glosses which set out the likely meanings of the words in order to help the reader
construct their own understanding of the poem. The text is followed by
appendices on Shakespeare's rhetoric and complex words which will enable the
modern reader to appreciate the intricate verbal play of the poetry.
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This book is at once an edition of Shakespeare's Sonnets and a guide to how to read these exquisite and
complex poems, and is designed both for readers new to the poems and for those who are familiar with the
Sonnets but are ready to engage with them afresh. It is the only current edition which provides an original-
spelling text of the poems: that is, it prints the poems as they appeared in the first edition, Shake-speares
Sonnets (1609), preserving the spelling, punctuation, italics, and capitalization of the original, with only
minor interventions where that edition manifestly needs correction. The advantages (and occasional hazards)
of reading an original-spelling text are explained, and detailed help is provided in order to assist readers who
may be unfamiliar with the conventions of early-modern spelling and punctuation. The introduction focuses
on how we might read the poetry, discussing the sonnet form, the tradition within which Shakespeare was
writing, and the ways in which readers might explore the richly suggestive language which he used. The
forms of sexuality evoked in the Sonnets are fully charted, both in the introduction and the notes, but readers
are steered away from biographical speculation. The annotation which accompanies the text of the poems
provides detailed and carefully-targeted glosses which set out the likely meanings of the words in order to
help the reader construct their own understanding of the poem. The text is followed by appendices on
Shakespeare's rhetoric and complex words which will enable the modern reader to appreciate the intricate
verbal play of the poetry.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Readers will greatly benefit from the meticulous approach on display here. This original-spelling text will
serve as a valuable pedagogical tool for those wishing to pursue more in-depth studies of
Shakespeare...Recommended." --Choice

"In this thorough, scholarly edition, Hammond teaches readers to recognize and admire the Sonnets' power to
portray and evoke complex, contradictory, and intense human feelings through masterful language."
--Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author

Paul Hammond was educated at Peter Symonds' School, Winchester, and Trinity College, Cambridge,
where he was a Prize Fellow from 1978-82. He subsequently taught at the University of Leeds, where he has
been Professor of Seventeenth-Century English Literature since 1996. He was elected a Fellow of the British
Academy in 2002. His books include Restoration Literature: An Anthology (OUP, 2002), Figuring Sex
between Men from Shakespeare to Rochester (OUP, 2002, co-edited with Andrew Hadfield), Shakespeare
and Renaissance Europe (The Arden Shakespeare, 2005, co-edited with David Hopkins), Dryden: Selected
Poems, (Longman, 2006), The Strangeness of Tragedy (OUP, 2009), and John Milton: Life, Writings,
Reputation (OUP for the British Academy, 2010, co-edited with Blair Worden).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Cobb:

With other case, little people like to read book Shakespeare's Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Shakespeare's Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Robert Ryan:

The book Shakespeare's Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text can give more knowledge and information



about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Shakespeare's
Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Shakespeare's Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Michael Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Shakespeare's Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text as
the daily resource information.

Caitlin Cruz:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Shakespeare's Sonnets: An Original-Spelling Text can make you
experience more interested to read.
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