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Part memoir, part history, Russia and the Arabs reveals the past half-century in
the Middle East from a viewpoint seldom seen by Westerners. Yevgeny
Primakov, formerly the head of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service, Foreign
Minister, and Prime Minister of Russia, exposes how key political events
unfolded through the personal interactions and rivalries among notable leaders
from Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin to Anwar Sadat and Saddam Hussein,
whom he knew personally. He shows how the 1967 and 1973 Arab-Israeli wars
developed, exposes Russia’s previously unknown role in the 1991 Gulf War, and
assesses Russia’s Middle East policies alongside those of other foreign players,
including the United States. The author’s first-hand accounts of behind-the-
scenes encounters and his insights into what really drove the region’s key events
make Russia and the Arabs an essential read for everyone interested in world
affairs.
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Editorial Review

Review

Madeleine K. Albright, U.S. Secretary of State, 1997-2001
“Russia and the Arabs is a fascinating behind-the-scenes look at high stakes diplomacy in the Middle East.
Primakov is an excellent story-teller who, over the course of three decades, engaged personally with every
major leader in the region. Primakov’s compelling account will be greeted with pleasure by some and
heartburn by others, but no serious student of the era can disregard his point of view.”

General Brent Scowcroft, former United States National Security Advisor and author of America and
the World
“A fascinating and provocative analysis of developments in the Middle East as seen through the eyes of a
very close observer, first as a Soviet journalist and later as a high Soviet official. One does not have to agree
with every aspect of Yevgeny Primakov's reflections to find great value in his interpretation of this critical
period in the evolution of the Middle East. A rewarding read.”

Dimitri K. Simes, President of The Nixon Center
“Russia and the Arabs reads like a spy thriller, yet it is a profound study of Russia's involvement in the
Middle East based on unique first-hand experience and serious analysis. No serious student of the region will
be able to ignore it. This is essential reading.”

About the Author

Yevgeny Primakov was previously the head of the Russian Foreign Intelligence Service, Foreign Minister,
and Prime Minister of Russia. His previous books published in the United States include Russian Crossroads
and A World Challenged. He lives in Moscow.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Green:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Russia and the Arabs: Behind
the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War to the Present is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brenda Wright:

This Russia and the Arabs: Behind the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War to the Present tend to be



reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Russia and the Arabs:
Behind the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War to the Present can be one of several great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Russia and the
Arabs: Behind the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War to the Present forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Amy Parr:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Russia and the Arabs: Behind the
Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War to the Present which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.

Sheila Collins:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Russia and the Arabs: Behind the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War to the
Present we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must
prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with that book Russia and the Arabs: Behind the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold
War to the Present. You can more appealing than now.
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