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A stunning look at the paradoxical relationship between the artisanal and
the technological in fashion

The complex and often ambiguous relationship between the hand crafted and the
machine made is examined in this intriguing look at the ever-changing world of
fashion and taste. Manus x Machina traces styles of dress from one-of-a-kind
works and haute couture created by highly skilled artisans, through the
introduction of industrial manufacturing, to extraordinary recent technological
advancements applied to high fashion, such as 3D printing, laser cutting, and
computer-generated weaving and patterns.  The oppositional relationship
between the machine, as representative of democracy and mass production, and
the hand, as the hallmark of elitism, is explored in its many facets in this
fascinating book.
 
Paradoxically, technology in fashion has both advanced artistic creation and
obscured the sense of the designer’s expert hand. Similarly, handmade garments
have come to represent either a nostalgia for lost craftsmanship or, in haute
couture, a cult of personality and affluence. Interviews with renowned and
cutting-edge designers such as Sarah Burton, Karl Lagerfeld, and Miuccia Prada
discuss how technology can blur the line between haute couture and prêt-à-
porter, and ultimately question the relevance of the distinction between hand and
machine. 

A tour de force in art book production, Manus x Machina incorporates two
volumes into its innovative package. The main volume of the book includes a
smaller hand-sewn booklet, which features the printed interviews, tucked into the
back jacket flap. The outer cover of the main volume is made of three-ply plastic
layers with high-frequency weld and die-cut flaps. The paperback cover is die cut
(modelled on the punch cards used in the first automated weaving looms), and
the main volume includes 5 different paper stocks and silver foil stamping, and is
printed with both high-density and ultraviolet inks. The book also features new
photography of extraordinary pieces, including intricate 19th-century floral
designs by William Morris, handcrafted haute couture of designers such as
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Christian Dior and Alexander McQueen, and the specatuclar 3D creations of Iris
van Herpen.  
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A stunning look at the paradoxical relationship between the artisanal and the technological in fashion

The complex and often ambiguous relationship between the hand crafted and the machine made is examined
in this intriguing look at the ever-changing world of fashion and taste. Manus x Machina traces styles of
dress from one-of-a-kind works and haute couture created by highly skilled artisans, through the introduction
of industrial manufacturing, to extraordinary recent technological advancements applied to high fashion,
such as 3D printing, laser cutting, and computer-generated weaving and patterns.  The oppositional
relationship between the machine, as representative of democracy and mass production, and the hand, as the
hallmark of elitism, is explored in its many facets in this fascinating book.
 
Paradoxically, technology in fashion has both advanced artistic creation and obscured the sense of the
designer’s expert hand. Similarly, handmade garments have come to represent either a nostalgia for lost
craftsmanship or, in haute couture, a cult of personality and affluence. Interviews with renowned and
cutting-edge designers such as Sarah Burton, Karl Lagerfeld, and Miuccia Prada discuss how technology can
blur the line between haute couture and prêt-à-porter, and ultimately question the relevance of the distinction
between hand and machine. 

A tour de force in art book production, Manus x Machina incorporates two volumes into its innovative
package. The main volume of the book includes a smaller hand-sewn booklet, which features the printed
interviews, tucked into the back jacket flap. The outer cover of the main volume is made of three-ply plastic
layers with high-frequency weld and die-cut flaps. The paperback cover is die cut (modelled on the punch
cards used in the first automated weaving looms), and the main volume includes 5 different paper stocks and
silver foil stamping, and is printed with both high-density and ultraviolet inks. The book also features new
photography of extraordinary pieces, including intricate 19th-century floral designs by William Morris,
handcrafted haute couture of designers such as Christian Dior and Alexander McQueen, and the specatuclar
3D creations of Iris van Herpen.  
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Editorial Review

Review

“The book is a beauty to behold. A large format paperback with a plastic jacket to protect its precious
interior, Manus x Machina is an object of art unto itself. With silvery mylar inserts, vellum overlays, silver
ink, and four color plates, the book is adds a highly tactile experience to the traditional illustrated book,
reminding us of the power of hand and machine to work together as one.”—Crave
(Crave)

‘Written by Andrew Bolton [the accompanying book]has 256 pages, 250 colour illustrations and interviews
with some of the many contributors, who include Hussein Chalayan, Iris van Herpen and Miuccia Prada.’ -
Aesthetica
(Aesthetica 2016-06-01)

About the Author

Andrew Bolton is curator in charge of The Costume Institute at The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jared Smith:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age
of Technology ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology is
not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Manus x
Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology. You never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.

Sylvia Langley:

The publication untitled Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Manus x
Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.



Michael Mitchell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology can be your answer since it
can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Hubert Macarthur:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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