
Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and
Hope

By Shirin Ebadi, Azadeh Moaveni

Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope By Shirin Ebadi, Azadeh
Moaveni

A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK

The moving, inspiring memoir of one of the great women of our times, Shirin
Ebadi, winner of the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize and advocate for the oppressed,
whose spirit has remained strong in the face of political persecution and despite
the challenges she has faced raising a family while pursuing her work.

Best known in this country as the lawyer working tirelessly on behalf of
Canadian photojournalist, Zara Kazemi—raped, tortured and murdered in
Iran—Dr. Ebadi offers us a vivid picture of the struggles of one woman against
the system. The book movingly chronicles her childhood in a loving,
untraditional family, her upbringing before the Revolution in 1979 that toppled
the Shah, her marriage and her religious faith, as well as her life as a mother and
lawyer battling an oppressive regime in the courts while bringing up her girls at
home.

Outspoken, controversial, Shirin Ebadi is one of the most fascinating women
today. She rose quickly to become the first female judge in the country; but when
the religious authorities declared women unfit to serve as judges she was
demoted to clerk in the courtroom she had once presided over. She eventually
fought her way back as a human rights lawyer, defending women and children in
politically charged cases that most lawyers were afraid to represent. She has been
arrested and been the target of assassination, but through it all has spoken out
with quiet bravery on behalf of the victims of injustice and discrimination and
become a powerful voice for change, almost universally embraced as a hero.

Her memoir is a gripping story—a must-read for anyone interested in Zara
Kazemi’s case, in the life of a remarkable woman, or in understanding the
political and religious upheaval in our world.

Praise for Shirin Ebadi and Iran Awakening
 
“This is the riveting story of an amazing and very brave woman living through
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some quite turbulent times. And she emerges with head
unbowed.”—Archbishop Desmond Tutu
 
“The safety and freedom of citizens in democracies is irretrievably bound with
the safety and freedom of people like Shirin Ebadi who are fighting to reassert
the best achievements of mankind: universal human rights. One of the staunchest
advocates for human rights in her country and beyond, Ms. Ebadi, herself a
devout Muslim, represents hope for many in Muslim societies that Islam and
democracy are indeed compatible.”—Azar Nafisi
 
“A moving portrait of a life lived in truth.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“A riveting account of a brave, lonely struggle . . . [Iran Awakening] reads like a
police thriller, its drama heightened by Ebadi’s determination to keep up the
quotidian aspects of her family life.”—The Washington Post Book World
 
“A must read . . . may be the most important book you could read this
year.”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer
 
“As a testament to how a single, inspired voice can rise above the cacophony . . .
the book should be required reading.”—The Nation
 
“Some of her admirers in Iran call her a woman of steel. Sure, the Iranian human
rights champion also has a heart of gold. But it is Shirin Ebadi’s unbending will
that explains how she has become the conscience of the Islamic
Republic.”—Time
 
“[Ebadi] has come forward with professional force and unflagging courage, and
she has defied any danger to her own safety. She is truly a woman of the
people!”—Ole Danbolt Mjos, chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Most Americans date troubles with Iran to the 1979 overthrow of the shah and the 444-day U.S. embassy
hostage drama. Iranians date the friction back to 1953, when the U.S. orchestrated a coup that removed
beloved Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh. Ebadi recalls that period as the beginning of shifting
politics that would erode basic freedoms and notions of human rights in Iran. Raised to believe in gender
equality, Ebadi became a judge but was demoted to secretary when the Islamic Revolution under Ayatollah
Khomeini demanded subservience of women. Ebadi estimates that five million Iranians, feeling oppressed by
the revolution, left the country, draining valuable resources and leaving bitterly separated families. Ebadi lost
her profession, her friends, and her country but was determined to stay and speak out against oppression. She
eventually returned to public life as a human-rights lawyer taking on the defense of women, children, and
dissidents. Ebadi offers a very personal account of her life and her fight for human rights in Iran. Vanessa
Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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rights. One of the staunchest advocates for human rights in her country and beyond, Ms. Ebadi, herself a
devout Muslim, represents hope for many in Muslim societies that Islam and democracy are indeed
compatible.”—Azar Nafisi
 
“A moving portrait of a life lived in truth.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“A riveting account of a brave, lonely struggle . . . [Iran Awakening] reads like a police thriller, its drama
heightened by Ebadi’s determination to keep up the quotidian aspects of her family life.”—The Washington
Post Book World
 
“A must read . . . may be the most important book you could read this year.”—Seattle Post-Intelligencer
 
“As a testament to how a single, inspired voice can rise above the cacophony . . . the book should be required
reading.”—The Nation
 
“Some of her admirers in Iran call her a woman of steel. Sure, the Iranian human rights champion also has a
heart of gold. But it is Shirin Ebadi’s unbending will that explains how she has become the conscience of the
Islamic Republic.”—Time
 
“[Ebadi] has come forward with professional force and unflagging courage, and she has defied any danger to
her own safety. She is truly a woman of the people!”—Ole Danbolt Mjos, chairman of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee
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“[Ebadi] has risked her freedom and her life to defend democracy, free speech, and the rule of law.”—The
Boston Globe

About the Author
Shirin Ebadi is one of the leading human rights activists in the world. She received the Nobel Peace Prize in
2003. She continues to work as a lawyer in Tehran while also lecturing widely around the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alma Young:

This Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope can be
one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Jones:

The guide with title Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope has a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kara Navarrete:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Iran Awakening: A Memoir of
Revolution and Hope that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope
become your own starter.

Vickie Duke:

You may get this Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope by check out the bookstore or Mall.



Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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