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Critical interest in the American woman writer H.D. (1886-1961) is focused on
her relation with psychoanalysis and modernism. Early feminist criticism of H.D.
was concerned to specify the place of femininity within modernism and to
investigate the ways in which her writing challenges gender-oblivious
constructions of modernism. Rather than examine the waysin which H.D. can
claim avoice as awoman, this book explores the nature of the self that H.D.
constructsin her writing and from which she derives her models of subjectivity
and sexuality. Drawing on recent critical theory, and tracing the direct influence
of Freud on H.D.'swork, Claire Buck arguesthat H.D.'s writing engagesin a
resistance to certain models of signification, in particular the psychoanalytic,
thereby raising important questions about reading, power and mastery. The book
explores the interrel ationship of two possible readings of H.D.'swork: as
enacting an affirmation of afull feminine subjectivity, or as entrapped in an
inevitable narrative of woman as 'lacking'. Using the work of Héléne Cixous and
Luce Irigaray, Claire Buck investigates phallic narratives of femininity in H.D.'s
writing in an attempt to understand the central role H.D. givesto bisexuality asa
concept. This enables H.D. to reinscribe femininity beyond the terms of either
lack’ or '‘wholeness. Making use of H.D.'s unpublished manuscript material,
Claire Buck offers new insightsinto H.D.'s poetry and prose, and examines her
structural use of bisexuality as amodel of reading both text and subjectivity.
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Critical interest in the American woman writer H.D. (1886-1961) is focused on her relation with
psychoanalysis and modernism. Early feminist criticism of H.D. was concerned to specify the place of
femininity within modernism and to investigate the ways in which her writing challenges gender-oblivious
constructions of modernism. Rather than examine the ways in which H.D. can claim a voice as awoman, this
book explores the nature of the self that H.D. constructsin her writing and from which she derives her
models of subjectivity and sexuality. Drawing on recent critical theory, and tracing the direct influence of
Freud on H.D.'swork, Claire Buck argues that H.D.'s writing engages in a resistance to certain models of
signification, in particular the psychoanalytic, thereby raising important questions about reading, power and
mastery. The book explores the interrelationship of two possible readings of H.D.'swork: as enacting an
affirmation of afull feminine subjectivity, or as entrapped in an inevitable narrative of woman as 'lacking'.
Using the work of Hélene Cixous and Luce Irigaray, Claire Buck investigates phallic narratives of femininity
in H.D.'swriting in an attempt to understand the central role H.D. gives to bisexuality as a concept. This
enables H.D. to reinscribe femininity beyond the terms of either 'lack’ or 'wholeness. Making use of H.D.'s
unpublished manuscript material, Claire Buck offers new insightsinto H.D.'s poetry and prose, and examines
her structural use of bisexuality as amodel of reading both text and subjectivity.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Buck's scholarly text offers new insights into the writing of H.D. that break away from the established school
of feminist critical analysis. Examining the 40-year span of H.D.'s career, she explores the nature of self
H.D. creates through her writings. Buck demonstrates links between language, subjectivity, and sexual
differences; the changing relationships between those links; and the implications such changes have in
representing femininity. Although H.D. underwent analysis with Freud in 1922 and 1934, Buck argues that
elements of Freudian psychoanalysis can beread in all of H.D.'swork, including the early poems and
certainly the prose and verse translations. Buck's text and notes reveal extensive research into the feminist
criticism by DuPlessis and Friedman and a thorough grounding in Freudian psychoanalysis. She builds upon
those theories to present H.D. as a complex artist seeking to establish an identity that combines the masculine
and feminine through language. For comprehensive literature collections.

- Denise Sticha, Carnegie Lib. of Pittsburgh

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Porter:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
guestion because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes,
it isright. Because start from on pre-school until university need this H.D. and Freud: Bisexuality and a
Feminine Discourse to read.

Patricia Glover:

This book untitled H.D. and Freud: Bisexuality and a Feminine Discourse to be one of several books that
best sdller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for your regquirementsto past this reserve from your list.

Joe Lowe:

The particular book H.D. and Freud: Bisexuality and a Feminine Discourse has alot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read



you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Stephany Garcia:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love H.D. and Freud: Bisexuality and a Feminine
Discourse, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of
hangout typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.
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