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Cited by the Nobel Prize committee as the “crown” of Heinrich Böll’s work, the
gripping story of Group Portrait With Lady unspools like a suspenseful
documentary. Via a series of tense interviews, an unnamed narrator uncovers the
story—past and present—of one of Böll’s most intriguing characters, the
enigmatic Leni Pfeiffer, a struggling war widow.
 
At the center of her struggle is her effort to prevent the demolition of her
Cologne apartment building, a fight in which she is joined by a motley group of
neighbors. Along with her illegitimate son, Lev, she becomes the nexus of a
countercultural group rebelling against Germany’s dehumanizing past under the
Nazis ... and what looks to be an equally dehumanizing future under capitalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"His most grandly conceived [novel]...the magnum opus which so far crowns his work."
—The Nobel Prize Committee

“Extraordinary … A powerful work of the imagination.”
—The Los Angeles Times

“Böll combines a mammoth intelligence with a literary outlook that is masterful and unique.”
—Joseph Heller

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

About the Author
In 1972, Heinrich Böll became the first German to win the Nobel Prize for literature since Thomas Mann in
1929. Born in Cologne, in 1917, Böll was reared in a liberal Catholic, pacifist family. Drafted into the
Wehrmacht, he served on the Russian and French fronts and was wounded four times before he found
himself in an American prison camp. After the war he enrolled at the University of Cologne, but dropped out
to write about his shattering experiences as a soldier. His first novel, The Train Was on Time, was published
in 1949, and he went on to become one of the most prolific and important of post-war German writers. His
best-known novels include Billiards at Half-Past Nine (1959), The Clown (1963), Group Portrait with Lady
(1971), and The Safety Net (1979). In 1981 he published a memoir, What’s to Become of the Boy? or:
Something to Do with Books. Böll served for several years as the president of International P.E.N. and was a
leading defender of the intellectual freedom of writers throughout the world. He died in June 1985.

Translator LEILA VENNEWITZ was a distinguished translator of many other German authors, most
notably Hermann Hesse, Uwe Timm, Alexander Kluge, Alfred Andresch among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary York:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential
Heinrich Boll) to read.



Frank Jorge:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential
Heinrich Boll) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Bonnie Vassallo:

This book untitled Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich Boll) to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Donna Gamble:

This Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich Boll) is great publication for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Group Portrait with Lady (The Essential Heinrich Boll) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt that will?
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