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Saudi Arabia, with its US alliance and abundance of oil dollars, has a very
different economic story to that of Iran, which despite enormous natural gas
reserves, has been hit hard by economic, trade, scientific and military sanctions
since its 1979 revolution. Robert Mason looks at the effect that economic
considerations (such as oil, gas, sanctions, trade and investment) have had on
foreign policy decision-making processes and diplomatic activities. By
examining the foreign policies of Saudi Arabia and Iran towards each other, and
towards the wider Middle East and beyond, Mason seeks to highlight how oil
policy, including oil production, pricing and security of supply and demand, is
the paramount economic factor which drives the diplomacy and rivalry of these
two pivotal regional powers. His book thus offers vital analysis for researchers of
international relations in the Middle East and the processes involved in the
formation of foreign policy.
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Saudi Arabia, with its US alliance and abundance of oil dollars, has a very different economic story to that of
Iran, which despite enormous natural gas reserves, has been hit hard by economic, trade, scientific and
military sanctions since its 1979 revolution. Robert Mason looks at the effect that economic considerations
(such as oil, gas, sanctions, trade and investment) have had on foreign policy decision-making processes and
diplomatic activities. By examining the foreign policies of Saudi Arabia and Iran towards each other, and
towards the wider Middle East and beyond, Mason seeks to highlight how oil policy, including oil
production, pricing and security of supply and demand, is the paramount economic factor which drives the
diplomacy and rivalry of these two pivotal regional powers. His book thus offers vital analysis for
researchers of international relations in the Middle East and the processes involved in the formation of
foreign policy.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Robert Mason has written a conceptually engaging study which presents a welcome addition to foreign
policy analysis in general and the foreign policies of Iran and Saudi Arabia in particular. Highly
recommended for students of international relations and the politics of the Middle East.' Arshin Adib-
Moghaddam, Professor in Global Thought and Comparative Philosophies, SOAS, University of London 'At a
critical time in the Middle East, Robert Mason's analysis of the context for Iran and Saudi foreign policy -
and the relations between the two states - is a valuable guide for both the possibilities and obstacles to
diplomatic progress.' Scott Lucas, Professor of American Studies, University of Birmingham 'Robert Mason
has produced a most detailed and analytically astute study of foreign policy in two critically important
regional actors. In looking at Iran and Saudi Arabia comparatively, he has not only brought to the fore the
complexities of (foreign) policy making in two prominent and competing Muslim states, but has also
underlined the need to understand the drivers of foreign policy in these countries. Iran's and Saudi Arabia's
policy choices may stem from the balancing of economic, ideological and geopolitical factors, but as Mason
shows once these countries implement their chosen policies we are all then affected by them. To appreciate
the importance of this comment you really must read this book!' Anoush Ehteshami, Professor of
International Relations, Durham University' At a time when the Middle East is undergoing an intense
political transformation following the onset of the Arab Spring and Iran and Saudi Arabia are able to
overwhelm the role of foreign actors on regional issues, this book provides incisive research into
understanding the ground components of the two states' foreign policy behaviour based on the burdens of
history, preserving state security, oil politics, domestic power dynamics, and the role of foreign powers.'
Kayhan Barzegar, Director of the Institute for Middle East Strategic Studies, Tehran

About the Author

Robert Mason is Research Assistant in the College of Social Sciences and International Studies at the
University of Exeter, UK. He holds a PhD in Middle East Politics from the University of Exeter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Earl Hess:

The book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of
Modern Middle East Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi
Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies)? Some of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Foreign Policy in Iran and
Saudi Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.



George Walker:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia: Economics and
Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) had been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-
book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of
Modern Middle East Studies) is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship with all the book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy in
the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies). You never experience lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Kevin Vargas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Foreign Policy in Iran and
Saudi Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies), you
are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Albertha Lemons:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia: Economics and
Diplomacy in the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia: Economics and Diplomacy
in the Middle East (Library of Modern Middle East Studies) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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