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Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire explores the
conjunction between psychoanalysis and democracy, in particular their shared
commitments to free speech. In the process, it demonstrates how lawful
constraints enable an embodied space or "gap" for the potentially disruptive but
also liberating and novel flow of desire and its symbols. This space, intuited by
the First Amendment as it is by Freud's free association, enables personal and
collective sovereignty. By naming a "feminine law," we mark the primacy a
space between the conceivable and the inconceivable, between knowledge and
mystery.

What do political free speech and psychoanalytic free association have in
common, besides the word "free"? And what do Sigmund Freud and Justice
Louis Brandeis share besides a world between two great wars? How is the female
body a neglected key to understanding the conditions and contradictions of free
discourse? Jill Gentile takes up these questions, and more, in her wide-ranging,
often passionate exploration of the hidden legacy of Freud and the Founding
Fathers. These pioneers, through their imprecise instructions to fight repression,
set in motion incessant processes by which we claim power and agency. These
processes come into sharp focus in the analytic clinic. The author shows that
psychoanalysis is not just a method of treatment, but also a practice of
"transitional democracy," in which doctor and patient together discover the very
basis of equality, as they learn how to navigate its essential flux, both in
relationships and in public action.

Feminine Law illustrates these ideas through portraits of political and clinical
struggle?in Constitutional battles and dynamic case studies. It tells stories of
victory and setback, advance and retreat. And it tells the larger story of a
dialectical process that is necessary to freedom itself. This story is peopled by
characters such as Freud and the post-Freudians Lacan, Bion, and Winnicott;
feminist theorists such as Benjamin, Gilligan, and Kristeva; the Constitution's
framers and jurists such as Holmes and Brandeis; and modern legal scholars and
contemporary critical theorists. Its thesis is illuminated by ideas from a broad
range of disciplines and literatures, ranging from Athenian politics to the modern
semiotics of C. S. Peirce and Walker Percy. The tale ultimately reaches a simple
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but rich conclusion: that both the talking cure and political free speech reveal the
power of a Feminine Law: a law of spaces and dimensions that preconditions our
(necessarily imperfect) pursuit of desire, subjective freedom, and collective
agency. Feminine law opens a democratic space for the potentially disruptive but
also liberating and novel flow of desire and its symbols.
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mark the primacy a space between the conceivable and the inconceivable, between knowledge and mystery.

What do political free speech and psychoanalytic free association have in common, besides the word "free"?
And what do Sigmund Freud and Justice Louis Brandeis share besides a world between two great wars? How
is the female body a neglected key to understanding the conditions and contradictions of free discourse? Jill
Gentile takes up these questions, and more, in her wide-ranging, often passionate exploration of the hidden
legacy of Freud and the Founding Fathers. These pioneers, through their imprecise instructions to fight
repression, set in motion incessant processes by which we claim power and agency. These processes come
into sharp focus in the analytic clinic. The author shows that psychoanalysis is not just a method of
treatment, but also a practice of "transitional democracy," in which doctor and patient together discover the
very basis of equality, as they learn how to navigate its essential flux, both in relationships and in public
action.

Feminine Law illustrates these ideas through portraits of political and clinical struggle?in Constitutional
battles and dynamic case studies. It tells stories of victory and setback, advance and retreat. And it tells the
larger story of a dialectical process that is necessary to freedom itself. This story is peopled by characters
such as Freud and the post-Freudians Lacan, Bion, and Winnicott; feminist theorists such as Benjamin,
Gilligan, and Kristeva; the Constitution's framers and jurists such as Holmes and Brandeis; and modern legal
scholars and contemporary critical theorists. Its thesis is illuminated by ideas from a broad range of
disciplines and literatures, ranging from Athenian politics to the modern semiotics of C. S. Peirce and
Walker Percy. The tale ultimately reaches a simple but rich conclusion: that both the talking cure and
political free speech reveal the power of a Feminine Law: a law of spaces and dimensions that preconditions
our (necessarily imperfect) pursuit of desire, subjective freedom, and collective agency. Feminine law opens
a democratic space for the potentially disruptive but also liberating and novel flow of desire and its symbols.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Jill Gentile has written a passionate love letter to psychoanalysis and democracy, to free association and
free speech. Reaching beyond the phallocentrism of earlier psychoanalytic thought, Gentile reconfigures
feminine 'lack' as a generative space of potentiality. Gentile revolutionizes Freudian theory while deftly
paying homage to what was revolutionary about it in the first place. The effect of her stunningly erudite and
original interpretation is akin to what Alain Badiou calls a 'truth-event': it shatters conventional mythologies
regarding femininity and its (lack of) social status, and reveals a whole new universe of (feminine)
possibility." (Mari Ruti, PhD, Professor of Critical Theory, University of Toronto, and author of Between
Levinas and Lacan: Self, Other, Ethics)

"The repudiation of femininity can be nothing else than a biological fact, a part of the great riddle of sex. So
stated Freud. Jill Gentile takes this assumption as an invitation to go beyond, in this rich and expansive
exploration of the possibility of naming the feminine. Ranging across semiotics, political theory, and the
panoply of contemporary psychoanalysis, Gentile renews both clinical theory and democratic philosophy.
Playful and incisive, this work opens new spaces for contemplation." (David Lichtenstein, PhD, editor of
DIVISION/Review)

"Feminine Law is amazing in its erudition and in the ways it uses a seemingly simple analogy between
freedom of speech and free association to explore vast areas of political life. The further analogy between
analyst and government is just as illuminating. Gentile gestures towards a particular theory of democracy --
call it emancipatory democracy -- that restates psychoanalysis’s core mission but in the public sphere. Its
project would firstly liberate oppressed or ignored or invisible people. But it would also emancipate the
'people' themselves as a collective actor with an interior life." (John Ferejohn, PhD, Samuel Tilden Professor
at New York University Law School)

"This is perhaps the most unusual psychoanalytic book I have read. And the most unusual essay on the
nature of democracy. In assuming the inherent 'rights' of human desire, it frames something essential about
both the psychoanalytic and American experiments in claiming our desire. Freedom of thought, freedom of
speech, and the freedom to desire in relation to sexuality, gender and the body are essential elements in this
ambitious discussion. That Jill Gentile is able to bring the reader into a shared fascination with what is
common in these disparate ideas, is a monumental accomplishment." (Jonathan H. Slavin, PhD, ABPP,
former president, Division of Psychoanalysis (39), American Psychological Association; Clinical Instructor,
Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School)

About the Author
Jill Gentile is a faculty member at the NYU Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy and Psychoanalysis, a
training and supervising analyst at the Institute for the Psychoanalytic Study of Subjectivity in New York,
and affiliated with several other psychoanalytic institutes. She is a corresponding editor of Contemporary
Psychoanalysis and on the editorial board of the International Journal of Psychoanalytic Self Psychology.
Her clinical and theoretical essays, describing a trajectory of agency, desire, and emergent personal and
symbolic life, have been published in many psychoanalytic journals. Founding member of the DreamTank
collective, dedicated to the application of psychoanalysis to democracy and to public life, she is a practicing
psychoanalyst and clinical psychologist in Highland Park, New Jersey and in Manhattan, New York.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Feminine
Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Sandy Reid:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Feminine Law: Freud, Free
Speech, and the Voice of Desire. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Margaret Velasquez:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Gretchen Meehan:

The guide untitled Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of Desire is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech, and the Voice of
Desire from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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