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Distrusting Educational Technology critically explores the optimistic consensus
that has arisen around the use of digital technology in education. Drawing on a
variety of theoretical and empirical perspectives, this book shows how apparently
neutral forms of educational technology have actually served to align educational
provision and practices with neo-liberal values, thereby eroding the nature of
education as a public good and moving it instead toward the individualistic
tendencies of twenty-first century capitalism.

Following a wide-ranging interrogation of the ideological dimensions of
educational technology, this book examines in detail specific types of digital
technology in use in education today, including virtual education, ‘open’ courses,
digital games, and social media. It then concludes with specific recommendations
for fairer forms of educational technology. An ideal read for anyone interested in
the fast-changing nature of contemporary education, Distrusting Educational
Technology comprises an ambitious and much-needed critique.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Neil Selwyn’s book is a superb analysis of the key reasons to ‘distrust’ many aspects of the use and
application of technology as represented to teachers, students and educationalists. His book is not a simple
or crude polemic attack directed at ‘technology’ digital or otherwise, it is in fact a work that promotes
thinking and provokes reflection on many of our assumptions regarding the usefulness and application
benefit for both the individual student and society of assuming that technology as such is a politically –
ideologically free agent in all our lives and simply a ‘good thing’." - John Senior, Gifted Education
International

“Beginning with Thomas Edison's 1913 proclamation that motion picture machines would replace books in
the schools, a never-ending stream of boosters and self-styled reformers have sought to ‘revolutionize’
education through massive infusions of technology.  Neil Selwyn's masterful study examines today's leading
contenders – social media, gaming, open source, and others – revealing the dubious ideological, economic,
and political agendas at the basis of their schemes.  Clearly the best book on educational technology of this
generation, it will shake the digital establishment to its core.” - Langdon Winner, author of The Whale
and the Reactor and Thomas Phelan Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences, Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, USA

"Distrusting Educational Technology is exactly the kind of book that anyone concerned with major current
trends in educational reform, policy, and practice needs at this time. It illuminates crucial questions and
raises important cautions that tend to be ignored as we all too often assume that a technology driven
education will solve most of our problems. Neil Selwyn has much to teach us about the dangers of easy
technical solutions to complex social and educational problems." - Michael W. Apple, author of Can
Education Change Society? and John Bascom Professor of Curriculum and Instruction and
Educational Policy Studies  University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA

 

About the Author

Neil Selwyn is Professor of Education at Monash University, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Jaramillo:

In other case, little folks like to read book Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for
Changing Times. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for Changing Times. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact



from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Samuel Rascon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for
Changing Times was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical
Questions for Changing Times is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical Questions for Changing Times. You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ken Martin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical
Questions for Changing Times or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Distrusting Educational Technology: Critical
Questions for Changing Times to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Kelsey Palermo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Distrusting
Educational Technology: Critical Questions for Changing Times.
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