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Brevity in conversation is awindow to the workings of the mind. This book
brings it into prominence as both a multifaceted topic of deep philosophical
importance and a phenomenon that serves as a testing ground for theoriesin
linguistics, psycholinguistics, and computer modeling. Brevity isachievedin a
variety of ways. Speakers use dliptical constructions and exploit salient features
of the conversational environment in a process of pragmatic enrichment so asto
pack as much as possible into afew words. They take account of what has
already been said in the current and previous conversations, and tailor their
words to what they know about the beliefs and personalities of the people they're
talking to. Most of the time they do all thiswith no obvious mental effort.

The book, which brings together distinguished linguists, philosophers, and
cognitive scientists, is the product of an interactive multidisciplinary research
project that extended over four years. The questions dealt with concern how
speakers secure understanding of what they mean when what they mean far
outstrips the literal or compositional meanings of the sentences or sentence
fragments that they use.

Brevity sheds new light on economy in discourse. It will appeal to linguists,
philosophers, and psychologists at advanced undergraduate level and above.
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Brevity in conversation is awindow to the workings of the mind. This book bringsit into prominence as both
amultifaceted topic of deep philosophical importance and a phenomenon that serves as atesting ground for
theories in linguistics, psycholinguistics, and computer modeling. Brevity is achieved in avariety of ways.
Speakers use dliptical constructions and exploit salient features of the conversational environment in a
process of pragmatic enrichment so as to pack as much as possible into a few words. They take account of
what has already been said in the current and previous conversations, and tailor their words to what they
know about the beliefs and personalities of the people they're talking to. Most of the time they do al this
with no obvious mental effort.

The book, which brings together distinguished linguists, philosophers, and cognitive scientists, is the product
of an interactive multidisciplinary research project that extended over four years. The questions dealt with
concern how speakers secure understanding of what they mean when what they mean far outstrips the litera
or compositional meanings of the sentences or sentence fragments that they use.

Brevity sheds new light on economy in discourse. It will appeal to linguists, philosophers, and psychol ogists
at advanced undergraduate level and above.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Laurence Goldstein is Professor of Philosophy and Head of the School of European Culture and Languages
at the University of Kent. His books include Logic (Continuum 2005), Clear and Queer Thinking:
Wittgenstein's Philosophy and his Relevance to Modern Thought (Rowman & Littlefield and Duckworth
1999) and The Philosopher's Habitat (Routledge 1990).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Valerie Hemming:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Brevity (Oxford Linguistics). All type of
book would you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Susanne Pineda;

This Brevity (Oxford Linguistics) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get datawhich is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This Brevity
(Oxford Linguistics) without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Brevity (Oxford Linguistics) can bring any time you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mabile phone.
This Brevity (Oxford Linguistics) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

James Reed:

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each datathey get. How alot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Brevity (Oxford Linguistics)
book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



Mary Craine:

The particular book Brevity (Oxford Linguistics) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Brevity (Oxford Linguistics) is much recommended to you
to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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