
American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich
Selection of Recent Fiction from America's
Best Modern Writers

From 2049145481

American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich Selection of Recent Fiction
from America's Best Modern Writers From 2049145481

This highly Acclaimed collection of short stories by American writers contains
only the best literary art of the past four decades. With a bias toward realism
editors Raymond Carver and Tom Jenks have selected fiction that “tells a
story”–and tells it with a masterful handling of language, situation, and insight.

But what is so special about this volume is that it mirrors our age, our concerns,
and our lives. Whether it’s the end of a marriage, as in Bobbie Ann Manson’s
“Shiloh,” or the struggle with self-esteem and weight in Andre Dubus’s “The Fat
Girl,” the 36 works included her probe issues that give us that “shock of
recognition” that is the hallmark of great art—wonderful, absorbing fiction that
will be read and reread for decades to come.
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This highly Acclaimed collection of short stories by American writers contains only the best literary art of
the past four decades. With a bias toward realism editors Raymond Carver and Tom Jenks have selected
fiction that “tells a story”–and tells it with a masterful handling of language, situation, and insight.

But what is so special about this volume is that it mirrors our age, our concerns, and our lives. Whether it’s
the end of a marriage, as in Bobbie Ann Manson’s “Shiloh,” or the struggle with self-esteem and weight in
Andre Dubus’s “The Fat Girl,” the 36 works included her probe issues that give us that “shock of
recognition” that is the hallmark of great art—wonderful, absorbing fiction that will be read and reread for
decades to come.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the introduction to this collection, Carver mentions an earlier volume, Short Story Masterpieces published
in 1954. The 36 tales here, he says, are distinguished by a similar narrative durability and stand up to the
classic stories of that earlier generation. No argument. These unexperimental stories are substantial, solid
and, to a paragraph, satisfying. By American writers exclusively (the earlier collection was one-third English
and Irish), the offerings are arranged alphabetically by author, from James Baldwin's "Sonny's Blues" to
"The Liar" by Tobias Wolff. Between is an assortment of modern classics: Doctorow's powerful and lyric
story of betrayal, "Willi," Flannery O'Connor's chilling "A Good Man Is Hard to Find," Roth's "The
Conversion of the Jews" and Arthur Miller's near-perfect "The Misfits." Other pleasures lie in the wisdom
and dignity that mark "Talk of Heroes" by Carol Bly, in the characteristic energy of Elkins's "A Poetics for
Bullies," in the spare surprise of David Quammen's "Walking Out" and in the views of modern mall life from
Bobbie Ann Mason, Joyce Carol Oates and Jayne Anne Phillips. There are also tales from Helprin,
Brautigan, Bourjaily, Carver, Salter, Paley and others. Missing are authors, such as Cheever and Welty,
whose works were included in the 1954 Masterpieces, as well as those writing outside the narrative tradition.
While this is not a comprehensive collection, its selections are indeed masterpiecestestament to the hearty
good health of the traditional modern short story and proof of the genre's continuing rewards.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA There's something for everyone in this collection of 36 of the best of American short stories written from
the 1950s through 1986. Students of the short story, as well as more casual readers, will find a rich mixture
of realistic tales in this well-balanced anthology. This book deserves a place next to Short Story Masterpieces
(Dell, 1954; o.p.), edited by Robert Penn Warren and Albert Erskine.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The editors preface this collection with Aristotle's observation: "The excellent becomes the permanent."
Then, choosing stories published between 1953 and 1966, presumptuously proclaiming it as "the most
climatic, and traumatic, period in American literary history," they select 36 stories, not all of which are
excellent and few that might be considered "masterpieces." Interlarded with fine tales by Baldwin, Le Guin,
Malamud, Arthur Miller, and Flannery O'Connor are stories by such contemporary favorites as E. L.
Doctorow and Bobbie Ann Mason that are above averagebut can they truly be considered enduring
masterpieces? Unfortunately, the editing is minimal, omitting even mini-biographies of the authors. Overall,
an uneven work. Glenn O. Carey, English Dept., Eastern Kentucky Univ., Richmond
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have



spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich
Selection of Recent Fiction from America's Best Modern Writers to read.

Richard Plummer:

Beside this specific American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich Selection of Recent Fiction from America's
Best Modern Writers in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have American
Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich Selection of Recent Fiction from America's Best Modern Writers because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from at this point!

Jason Braden:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich Selection of
Recent Fiction from America's Best Modern Writers was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich Selection of Recent Fiction from America's
Best Modern Writers has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading which.

Christine Cote:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book American Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich
Selection of Recent Fiction from America's Best Modern Writers to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the publication American
Short Story Masterpieces: A Rich Selection of Recent Fiction from America's Best Modern Writers can to be
your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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