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Stepping out of the darkness, the American emerges upon the stage of history as
anew character, as puzzling to himself asto others. American Humor, Constance
Rourke's pioneering "study of the national character," singles out the archetypal
figures of the Y ankee peddler, the backwoodsman, and the blackface minstrel to
illuminate the fundamental role of popular culture in fashioning a distinctive
American sensibility. A memorable performance in its own right, American
Humor crackles with the jibes and jokes of generations while presenting a
striking picture of avagabond nation in perpetual self-pursuit. Davy Crockett and
Henry James, Jim Crow and Emily Dickinson rub shoulders in awork that
inspired such later critics as Pauline Kael and Lester Bangs and which still has
much to say about the America of Bob Dylan and Thomas Pynchon, Bill Clinton
and George W. Bush.
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Stepping out of the darkness, the American emerges upon the stage of history as a new character, as puzzling
to himself as to others. American Humor, Constance Rourke's pioneering "study of the national character,”
singles out the archetypal figures of the Y ankee peddler, the backwoodsman, and the blackface minstrel to
illuminate the fundamental role of popular culture in fashioning a distinctive American sensibility. A
memorable performance in its own right, American Humor crackles with the jibes and jokes of generations
while presenting a striking picture of a vagabond nation in perpetual self-pursuit. Davy Crockett and Henry
James, Jim Crow and Emily Dickinson rub shouldersin awork that inspired such later critics as Pauline Kagel
and Lester Bangs and which still has much to say about the America of Bob Dylan and Thomas Pynchon,
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The most original piece of investigation and interpretation that has appeared in American cultural history. It
isin every way abrilliant book." — Lewis Mumford

About the Author

Constance Rourke (1885-1941) was a historian, anthropologist, and critic who revolutionized the study of
American culture. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, and educated at VVassar and the Sorbonne, she spent most of her
lifein Grand Rapids, Michigan. Her influential studies of American life include Trumpets of Jubilee (1927),
Troupers of the Gold Coast (1928), and biographies of Davy Crockett (1928), Audubon (1936), and Charles
Sheeler: Artist in the American Tradition (1938). Her most famous work remains American Humor: A Study
of the National Character, recognized as a classic from its publication in 1931. Rourke devoted her later life
to “living research,” exploring regional culture, from Shaker furniture to African-American song, and
Western folk tales. She died in 1941, after falling on an icy porch.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Bell:

The e-book untitled American Humor: A Study of the National Character (New Y ork Review Books
Classics) isthe guide that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of American
Humor: A Study of the National Character (New Y ork Review Books Classics) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Robert Hendley:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this American Humor: A Study of the
National Character (New Y ork Review Books Classics) e-book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still hesitation American Humor: A Study of the National Character (New Y ork Review Books
Classics) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't
determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.



Randy Champion:

The book untitled American Humor: A Study of the National Character (New Y ork Review Books Classics)
contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The languageis
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have
anice study.

Sarah Porter:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book American Humor: A Study of the
National Character (New Y ork Review Books Classics) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It isto be first opinion for
you to like to start abook and go through it. Beside that the book American Humor: A Study of the National
Character (New Y ork Review Books Classics) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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