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The word "German" was being used by the Romans as early as the mid—first
century B.C. to describe tribesin the eastern Rhine valley. Nearly two thousand
years |ater, the richness and complexity of German history have faded beneath
the long shadow of the country's darkest hour in World War 11. Now, award-
winning historian Steven Ozment, whom The New Yorker has hailed as"a
splendidly readable scholar," gives usthe fullest portrait possiblein this
sweeping, original, and provocative history of the German people, from antiquity
to the present, holding amirror up to an entire civilization -- one that has been
aternately Western Europe's most successful and most perilous.
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The word "German" was being used by the Romans as early as the mid—first century B.C. to describe tribesin
the eastern Rhine valley. Nearly two thousand years later, the richness and complexity of German history
have faded beneath the long shadow of the country's darkest hour in World War I1. Now, award-winning
historian Steven Ozment, whom The New Yorker has hailed as "a splendidly readable scholar," gives usthe
fullest portrait possible in this sweeping, original, and provocative history of the German people, from
antiquity to the present, holding amirror up to an entire civilization -- one that has been aternately Western
Europe's most successful and most perilous.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

It takes erudition and verve to attempt a history that coversthe life of a controversial people over two
millennia. Harvard historian Ozment has plenty of both, yet the result is oddly unsatisfactory. Ozment (The
Burgermeister's Daughter, etc.) quickly and wisely dismisses any notion that a history of Germany must be
focused on the Third Reich. Instead, the travails of political disunity serve as his narrative anchor. Neither
the ancient Germanic tribes nor their medieval and early modern successors could forge any long-lasting
unity. Only under Bismarck did aunified political entity emerge, and it soon succumbed to visions of
grandeur that resulted in two world wars and a Holocaust, renewed territorial 1osses and political divisions.
Ozment's focus on disunity provides narrative coherence to along, contentious and complex history, but the
costs are huge. Particularly the early chapters read like "one damned thing after another" as a succession of
tribal leaders, princes, kings and emperors march across the pages. So many important issues that might
grasp areader'sinterest are left out. There is nary a mention of economics, legal and socia practices among
the Germanic tribes, of women and working life. When discussing the Nazi worldview, the author has an
unfortunate tendency to equate Jews and Christians as Nazi targets. It is certainly true that the Nazis were
deeply anti-Christian, but the Jews were singled out for total physical annihilation. Ultimately, Ozment does
not provide a history of the German people, but atale of their rulers and afew leading intellectuals. 8 pages
of b&w phaotos, maps not seen by PW.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Like a moth to aflame, those who write general histories of Germany are drawn to the era of National
Socialism. Some see the Nazis as an aberration; others find the seeds of totalitarianism as far back as the age
of Luther. In this readable and absorbing survey of the Germans over the past two millennia, Ozment, who is
McL ean Professor of Ancient and Modern History at Harvard, thankfully avoids that trap. He refuses to
allow a 12-year period of fascism to define a people or their history. Instead, he convincingly asserts that
both liberal democracy and totalitarianism were novel experiments for Germans and the triumph of neither
was preordained by German history. While some may be disappointed that Ozment devotes little space to the
Nazi era, his analyses of the "barbarian” and Merovingian periods are fascinating and offer original
perspectives on aspects of German history that are often given short shrift. Thisis an enjoyable and well-
done work that isideal for the general reader. Jay Freeman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Readable and absorbing. An enjoyable and well-done work that isideal for the general reader.” (Booklist)

“Brilliant. A highly stimulating book and a pleasure to read, combining serious scholarship with verve and
good storytelling.” (The Washington Times)

“Clever and fascinating.” (The Chicago Tribune)
“Insightful. . . . Persuasive. . . . Remarkable.” (First Things)

“A masterly synthesis. (It) fizzes with bold hypotheses and subtle allusions. A heroic feat of scholarship.”
(The New Criterion)
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Billy Simpson:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book A Mighty Fortress: A New History of the
German People will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Andrew Hall:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of waysto
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this A
Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Bettie Hentges:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a doubt.
People is human not really arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually A
Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People.

Kenneth Harrell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be A Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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