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Unaccusativity is an extended investigation into a set of linguistic phenomena
that have received much attention over the last fifteen years. Besides providing
extensive support for David Perlmutter's hypothesis that unaccusativity is
syntactically represented but semantically determined, this monograph
contributes significantly to the development of a theory of lexical semantic
representation and to the elucidation of the mapping from lexical semantics to
syntax.Perlmutter's Unaccusative Hypothesis proposes that there are two classes
of intransitive verbs - unergatives and unaccusatives - each associated with a
distinct syntactic configuration. Unaccusativity begins by isolating the semantic
factors that determine whether a verb will be unaccusative or unergative through
a careful examination of the behavior of intransitive verbs from a range of
semantic classes in diverse syntactic constructions. Notable are the extensive
discussions of verbs of motion, verbs of emission, and various types of verbs of
change of state.The authors then introduce rules that determine the syntactic
expression of the arguments of the verbs investigated and examine the
interactions among them. The proper treatment of verbs that systematically show
multiple meanings - and hence variable classification as unaccusative or
unergative - is also considered. In the final chapter, the authors argue that the
distribution of locative inversion, a purported unaccusative diagnostic, is
determined instead by discourse considerations.Linguistic Inquiry Monograph
No. 26
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Beth Levin is Associate Professor in the Department of Linguistics at Northwestern University. Malka
Rappaport Hovav is Associate Professor in the Department of English at Bar Ilan University, Israel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Unaccusativity: At the Syntax-Lexical Semantics Interface
(Linguistic Inquiry Monographs). Try to make book Unaccusativity: At the Syntax-Lexical Semantics
Interface (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ashley Downs:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Unaccusativity: At the
Syntax-Lexical Semantics Interface (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) will make you to always be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Brett Munoz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. Unaccusativity: At the Syntax-Lexical Semantics Interface (Linguistic Inquiry
Monographs) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.



Christopher Bohner:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Unaccusativity: At the Syntax-Lexical
Semantics Interface (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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