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The Oxford Handbook of Local and Regional Democracy in Europe analyses the
state of play of democracy at the subnational level in the 27 member states of the
EU plus Norway and Switzerland. It places subnational democracy in the context
of the distinctive Anglo, the French, the German, and Scandinavian state
traditions in Europe asking to what extent these are still relevant today. The
Handbook adapts Lijphart's theory of democracy and applies it to the subnational
levels in all the country chapters. A key theoretical issue is whether subnational
(regional and local) democracy is derived from national democracy or whether it
is legitimate in its own right. Besides these theoretical concerns it focuses on the
practice of democracy: the roles of political parties and interest groups and also
how subnational political institutions relate to the ordinary citizen. This can take
the form of local referendums or other mechanisms of participation. The
Handbook reveals a wide variety of practices across Europe in this regard. Local
financial systems also reveal a great variety. Finally, each chapter examines the
challenges facing subnational democracy but also the opportunities available to
them to enhance their democratic systems. Among the challenges identified are:
Europeanization, globalization, but also citizens disaffection and switch-off from
politics. Some countries have confronted these challenges more successfully than
others but all countries face them. An important aspect of the Handbook  is the
inclusion of all the countries of East and Central Europe plus Cyprus and Malta,
who joined the EU in 2004 and 2007. This is the first time they have been
examined alongside the countries of Western Europe from the angle of
subnational democracy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A high-quality team of experts on the different member-countries have produced thorough, clear and well-
documented surveys of the state of territorial politics within every state of the Union, and the collection is
held together by strong editorial guidance and a lucid and incisive theoretical overview. Accessible to both
specialists and readers with more general interests, this work is an essential reference for anyone interested in
the changing patterns of the contemporary state."--David Hanley, Professor Emeritus of European Studies,
Cardiff University, and Visiting Professor, Centre for European and International Studies, University of
Portsmouth

"The impressive Handbook on local democracy in Europe is an invaluable source of precise data about 29
countries, but also makes strong claims about transnational trends and typologies. . . it also stresses the
"hybrid" nature of most states now when seen from below. It makes a powerful case for understanding
democracy and its transformation
beyond the nation state by precisely reviewing the implementation of direct democracy instruments and
forms of political participation. Territory strongly matters if we are to understand European democracies, the
Handbook eloquently makes the point."--Patrick Le Galès, Research Professor of Politics and Sociology,
Sciences Po/CNRS, Centre détudes européennes

About the Author

John Loughlin is author and editor of over twenty books and numerous articles and book chapters on
European territorial governance. He is an expert of the Council of Europe's Committee of Independent
Experts on Regional and Local Democracy and chaired the Advisory Committee of Experts on Effective
Decentralization of UN-Habitat. He has acted as advisor on territorial governance to the European Union, the
UK government and other agencies. In 2009 he was invited by the French Senate to contribute to its
reflections on reform of French subnational government. He is Professor of European Politics at Cardiff
University. He also holds Visiting positions at Oxford, Cambridge, Umea University, and the Institut
d'Etudes Politiques Aix-en-Provence as well as numerous other appointments.

Frank Hendriks deals with cross-border comparison of policies and governance systems, including the
comparative analysis of democratic and decisionmaking models at the national and the subnational level. He
has conducted extensive research, partly commissioned by public bodies, on governance and democracy at
the local, regional, national, and European level. He is member of various (international) research networks
and editorial boards. He has published in international journals such as Public Administration;
Democratization; International Journal of Public Administration; Innovation; Local Government Studies;
Administrative Theory and Praxis; GeoJournal; Dutch Crossing; Verwaltungsarchiv; Journal of Crises and
Contingencies, International Review of Administrative Sciences. He is Professor of Comparative Governance



at Tilburg University, the Netherlands.

Anders Lidstrom's research focuses on local politics and government, comparative politics, and education
policy. This includes studies of local democracy and self-government, both within Sweden and in a
comparative perspective. Current research includes comparative studies of local government systems, and
studies of democracy and political participation in city-regions. He has also carried out research on education
policy, with a particular focus on how this is shaped at the local level. He is Professor of Politics, University
of Umea, Sweden.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Oxford
Handbook of Local and Regional Democracy in Europe (Oxford Handbooks)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeremy Bryant:

Here thing why that The Oxford Handbook of Local and Regional Democracy in Europe (Oxford
Handbooks) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Oxford Handbook of
Local and Regional Democracy in Europe (Oxford Handbooks) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Oxford Handbook of
Local and Regional Democracy in Europe (Oxford Handbooks). It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Oxford Handbook of Local and
Regional Democracy in Europe (Oxford Handbooks) in e-book can be your option.

Jeremy Robinson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Oxford Handbook of Local and Regional
Democracy in Europe (Oxford Handbooks), you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Elizabeth Walborn:

The book untitled The Oxford Handbook of Local and Regional Democracy in Europe (Oxford Handbooks)
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.
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