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Andi is short. And she has lots of wishes. She wishes she could play on the
school basketball team, she wishes for her own bedroom, but most of all she
wishes that her long-lost half-brother, Bernardo, could come and live in London
where he belongs.

Then Andi's biggest wish comes true and she's minutes away from becoming
someone's little sister. As she waits anxiously for Bernardo to arrive from the
Philippines, she hopes he'll turn out to be tall and just as crazy as she is about
basketball. When he finally arrives, he's tall all right. Eight feet tall, in
fact—plagued by condition called Gigantism and troubled by secrets that he
believes led to his phenomenal growth.

In a novel packed with quirkiness and humor, Gourlay explores a touching
sibling relationship and the clash of two very different cultures.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Andi is short. And she has lots of wishes. She wishes she could play on the school basketball team, she
wishes for her own bedroom, but most of all she wishes that her long-lost half-brother, Bernardo, could come
and live in London where he belongs.

Then Andi's biggest wish comes true and she's minutes away from becoming someone's little sister. As she
waits anxiously for Bernardo to arrive from the Philippines, she hopes he'll turn out to be tall and just as
crazy as she is about basketball. When he finally arrives, he's tall all right. Eight feet tall, in fact—plagued by
condition called Gigantism and troubled by secrets that he believes led to his phenomenal growth.

In a novel packed with quirkiness and humor, Gourlay explores a touching sibling relationship and the clash
of two very different cultures.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Working through the many meanings of “tall story,” first-time author Gourlay slam-dunks
this tale of a towering boy from the Philippines and the pint-size, basketball-crazy half sister with whom he
has recently been reunited. Told in the alternating voices of Bernardo, who suffers from gigantism, and Andi,
who longs to play point guard on her school’s b-ball team, the novel effortlessly encompasses real-world
dreams as well as magic realism. Bernardo was left behind when his mother, a nurse, immigrated to the UK
and forged a new family. In San Andres, Bernardo is seen as a reincarnated folk-hero giant who protects the
area from earthquakes, though he believes the blame for his freakish height falls on the local witches who
cursed him. In contrast to Bernardo’s anxieties over coming to the UK, Andi’s struggles of readjustment to
her changed family appear minor. Wonderfully, though, Gourlay uses the dual viewpoints to show that
Andi’s concerns are no less important. And, it turns out, she finds that there is more than one thing worth
wishing for. This will capture the hearts and minds of sports lovers—and just about everyone else as well.
Grades 6-9. --Karen Cruze

Review

Starred Review, School Library Journal, March 2011:
"Contemporary Tagalong and British vernacular enhance the brother/sister narration and enliven the
depiction of cultures. In her first young adult novel, Gourlay offers an appealing blend of diverse characters,
emotional conflicts, well-paced action, and an upbeat finale. The challenges facing separated, immigrant
families and the universal teen desire for acceptance and respect ring true."

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author
CANDY GOURLAY was born in Manila during the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos. After working as a
journalist for some years, she moved to the U.K. in her twenties. Candy is now a full-time writer across a
range of mediums: short stories, blogs, Web sites, journalistic features, and radio programs. Tall Story is
Candy's first full-length published novel.  Visit her on the Web at CandyGourlay.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Ng:

The book Tall Story will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Tall Story is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Michael Marx:

This Tall Story is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little digest in reading this Tall Story can be the light food in your case because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Linda Barefoot:

You may get this Tall Story by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Melissa Broussard:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Tall Story when you required it?
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